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WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


United  District 


T  C 


The  Rural  Districts  of 
DEAN,  WEST  DEAN  and  LYDNEY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

CLAUDE  T.  DARWENT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  Districts 
forming  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

“  Braemar,” 

COLEFORD,  GLOS. 

April ,  1939 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

HAVE  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  United  Districts  for  the  year  1938. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  Members  of  the 
staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  past  year  and 
for  the  assistance  they  have  rendered  in  compiling  this  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CLAUDE  T.  DARWENT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

C.  T.  DARWENT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

Residence  :  “  Braemar  ”  Coleford.  Tel.  Coleford  59. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

East  Dean  Rural  District. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Collinson,  M.S.I.A.  Council  Offices,  Cinderford. 
Tel.  Cind.  3109.  Residence  3166. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  W.  Barter,  A. R. San. I.,  (Temp.  Asst.  San. 

Inspector.) 

Mr.  Kenneth  Griffiths,  Clerk  to  San.  Inspector. 

Mr.  George  Collinson,  Clerk  to  San.  Inspector. 

West  Dean  Rural  District. 

Mr.  S.  B.  J.  Davies,  A. R. San. I.,  M.S.I.A.  Council  Offices, 
Coleford.  Tel.  Col.  25.  Residence  Col.  131. 

Mr.  Garnett  J.  Watts,  Cert,  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 
(Additional  San.  Inspector). 

Lydney  Rural  District. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Richards,  A.R.S.I.  Tutnalls  Street,  Lydney. 

Tel.  Lydney  182. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

Alvington — 

Matron.  Miss  C.  M.  Arscott,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  Tel.  Lyd.  102. 

Wilderness — 

Matron.  Miss  Rosetta  Campbell,  S.R.N.,  S.R.L. 

Tel.  Drybrook  240. 

Small  Pox  Hospital  (Greenways). 

Mr.  A.  W.  Collinson.  Tel.  Cinderford  3109. 

The  M.O.H.  is  a  whole-time  officer  and  one-half  of 
his  salary  is  contributed  from  Exchequer  grants. 


TABLE  I.— BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE,  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns  (by  R.G.) 
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In  192fi  and  1932  Colefcrd  U.D.  and  West  Dean  R.D.  respectively  were  added  to  the  West  Gloucestershire 


TABLE  III— TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  MORTALITY  FOR  YEARS  1931—1938  (according  to 
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Table  IV.  Tuberculosis — 


WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICTS 
OF  EAST  DEAN,  WEST  DEAN  AND  LYDNEY 
given  in  accordance  with  Circular  540  Ministry  of  Health  (18/12/24) 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-pulm’ary 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-pulm’ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  I  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  and  under  5  years 

1 

0 

8 

4 

0 

1 

2 

1 

5  „  „  10  „ 

1 

2 

5 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10  ,,  „  15  „ 

2 

3 

7 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  „  „  20  „ 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

20  „  „  25  „ 

5 

7 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

25  ,,  ,,  35  ,, 

8 

6 

0 

1 

6 

3 

1 

0 

35  ,,  ,,  45  ,, 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

45  ,,  ,,  55  ,, 

8 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

55  9t  ,,  65  ,, 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  years  and  upwards 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

Totals  «  •  .  . 

32 

25 

25 

17 

15 

13 

6 

2 

DEATH  RATES  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS, 
CANCER  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

1938 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Males 

15 

Females 

13 

Rate 
per  1000 

0-59 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

0T9 

CcincGr  •••  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  • « • 

33 

37 

1  46 

Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  per  1000  live  births,  L29.  Per  1000  total  births,  1'26. 
Other  Causes  ,,  ,,  Nil.  ,,  ,,  Nil. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  M.O.H.  DIVISION. 


1.  — Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authorities. 

See  list  on  page  4. 

2.  — Hospitals. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the 
West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts. 

( a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council  : 

(1)  Tuberculosis  : 

Standish  House  Sanatorium.  Total  beds...  ...  250 


These  are  allotted  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  men  ...  ...  ...  74 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  women,  ...  ...  ...  26 

Tuberculosis  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment,  men  11 
Tuberculosis  cases  ,,  ,,  ,,  women  8 

Tuberculosis  cases  ,,  ,,  ,,  children  19 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  children,  boys  ...  ...  40 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  children,  girls  ...  ...  32 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  “  Toddlers”  ...  ...  36 


Tuberculosis.  Observation  cases...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  250 

Over  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  :  33. 

In  addition  there  are  12  beds  for  advanced  cases  (female)  at 
Cashes  Green  and  10  for  acute  surgical  cases  at  Cheltenham 
General  Hospital. 

When  the  acute  stage  is  over  these  go  to  the  “  surgical  ” 
beds  at  Standish  House. 

These  beds  are  available  for  the  whole  county. 

(2)  Maternity  : 

Gloucester  D.N. A.  No.  of  Beds:  12. 

Cheltenham  D.N. A.  No.  of  Beds  :  8. 
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(3)  Children.  Longford.  No.  of  Beds  :  30. 

(4)  Orthopaedic.  No.  of  Beds  :  11. 

Cheltenham — 4  ;  Gloucester — 3  ;  Bristol — 4. 

Inpatient  treatment  is  available  for  County  cases  at 
(i)  Cheltenham  General  Hospital  (ii)  Gloucestershire 
Royal  Infirmary  and  (in)  Winford  Orthopaedic 
Hospital  (Somerset). 

(5)  Fever.  (1)  Wilderness  I.D.  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  :  52, 

including  6  Cots  and  6  Beds  for  staff. 

(2)  Alvington  Isolation  Hosp.,  No.  of  Beds  :  16. 

(6)  Small-pox.  N.W.  Glos.  S.P.  Hospital,  No.  of  Beds  : 

50,  and  5  for  Staff. 

(7)  General.  (1)  Dilke  Hospital.  No.  of  beds :  35. 

(2)  Lydney  &  District  Hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  :  19.  In  new  block  :  20. 


(b)  Ambulance  j  (a)  for  infectious  cases.  Two  Motors. 
Facilities  :  (  (b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases, 

Three  motors. 

3. — ( a )  Laboratory  Facilities  provided  by  the  Glouces¬ 
tershire  County  Council  are  afforded  by  the  Pathological 
Department  of  the  Gloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  and  the 
University  of  Bristol. 


( b )  Nursing  in  the  Home.  The  District  Nursing 
Associations  are  co-ordinated  with  Gloucestershire  County 
Council. 


(c)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


School  Clinics  etc. 
Cinderford 
Coleford 
Lydney 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 
Cinderford 
Coleford 
Lydney 


Tuesday 

2.30  p.m. 

) ) 

2.0  p.m. 

) ) 

2.0  p.m. 

Tuesday 

10  a.m. 

Periodic 

Periodic 
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Venereal  Diseases 


Gloucestershire  R.I.  Mondays 

Fridays 

(F)  11  a.m. 
(M)  12  noon 
(F)  6.30  p.m. 
(M)  7.15  p.m. 

Newport  (Mon.) 

Mondays 

Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 

Thursdays 

Fridays 

(F)  2.0  p.m. 
(M)  4.30  p.m. 
(M)  2.0  p.m. 
(F)  2.0  p.m. 
(M)  4.30  p.m. 
(M)  6.0  p.m. 
(F)  12  noon 

Orthopaedic  Clinics 

Cinderford 

Monday 

2.0  p.m. 

Lydney 

Tuesday 

10.30  a.m. 

Coleford 

Friday 

10.30  a.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Cinderford 

Third  Thursday  in  month 

2.0  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Coleford 

Periodic 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Drybrook 

(2nd  &  4th  Tuesday) 

2.0  p.m. 

Lydbrook 

(1st  &  3rd  ,,  ) 

2.0  p.m. 

Mitcheldean 

(2nd  &  4th  ,,  ) 

2.30  p.m. 

Cinderford 

Wednesday 

2.30  p.m. 

Tidenham 

(Alternate  Thursdays)  2.45  p.m. 

(d)  Ambulance  Facilities.  These  in  the  past  have 
proved  adequate  so  far  as  East  and  West  Dean  and  Lydney 
are  concerned. 

These  Undermentioned  Services  are  under  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  County  M.O.H.  : 

(1)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

(2)  Child  Welfare. 

(3)  Health  Visitors. 

(4)  Infant  Life  Protection,  Orthapsedic. 
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East  Dean  Cinderford 
R uar dean 
Mitcheldean 
Drybrook 
Awre 

West  Dean 

Lydbrook 
Lydney  R.D. 


Dr.  Rouse-Rouse 
Dr.  L.  G.  Llewellyn 
Dr.  A.  Heron 

Dr.  H.  H.  Sumption 
...  Dr.  H.  J.  Selby 

Dr.  Battle 
Dr.  M.  McMinn 
Dr.  c.  O.  Carson 
Dr.  E.  W.  Hardman 
Dr.  R.  N.  Nanda 


PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 


VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 

East  Dean — Mr.  P.  J.  Bennett,  Woodside  St.,  Cinderford. 
West  Dean — Mr.  E.  R.  Pearce,  Coleford. 

Lydney — Mr.  F.  L.  Wintle,  Lydney. 
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REPORT  BY  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  United  Districts. 
Water. 

A  drought  in  the  Spring  months,  made  it  necessary  to 
conserve  the  water  supplies  throughout  the  Districts,  and 
consumers  were  asked  to  assist  in  this  endeavour. 

East  Dean  Township  and  neighbouring  Parishes  will  be 
quite  adequately  served  in  the  future  as  a  deep  well  with  an 
electrically  driven  pump  was  brought  into  operation  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  An  additional  storage  reservoir 
will  be  completed  in  the  near  future.  During  1939,  the  West 
Dean  supply  will  also  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  proposed 
new  water  schemes. 

Water  samples  are  now  regularly  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  analysis.  This 
submission  is  only  made  possible  by  the  reduction  in  the  fee 
from  £1  Is.,  to  10/6  for  each  Bacteriological  report.  A  reversion 
(which  is  contemplated)  to  the  former  fee,  will  seriously 
handicap  and  possible  deter  Rural  Authorities,  already 
financially  burdened,  from  carrying  on  this  means  of  water 
control. 

Owing  to  unfavourable  existing  conditions  in  the  imm¬ 
ediate  vicinity  of  West  Dean’s  Pumping  Station  at  Redbrooke, 
I  advised  the  Council  to  instal  a  Chlorination  plant.  This 
has  been  done  and  the  results  and  protection  offered  by  chlor¬ 
ination  are  much  appreciated. 

The  Mitcheldean  Water  Co.  at  Mitcheldean  have,  acting 
on  my  suggestion,  ordered  a  small  Chlorination  plant  for  their 
Works  at  Mitcheldean.  There  are  a  few  Parishes,  and  St. 
Briavels  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District  is  one,  where  adequate 
and  wholesome  water  is  available,  but  which  advantage  is 
not  taken  owing  to  certain  financial  and  technical  difficulties, 
and  these  could  in  my  opinion  be  readily  surmounted,  were 
the  matter  given  energetic  consideration. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Particulars  as  to  extensions,  connections  etc.,  are  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  and  Surveyors’  reports 
for  the  respective  Districts.  The  new  Outfall  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Soudley  in  East  Dean  began  operating  in  May  and 
purification  has  been  of  a  high  standard. 

The  proposed  Coleford  (West  Dean)  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  is,  owing  to  certain  technical  difficulties,  still  in  its 
infancy.  I  hope  in  my  next  Annual  Report  to  be  in  a  position 
to  state  that  the  scheme  is  an  established  fact. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
Districts,  the  old  time  privy  vault  or  earth  closet  is  being 
replaced  by  a  more  modern  receptacle,  and  in  some  cases 
householders  are  adopting  a  water-carriage  system. 

Scavenging. 

This  is  carried  out  in  most  Parishes  and  Wards  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner,  but  nevertheless  it  will  always  be  difficult 
to  educate  certain  members  of  the  community,  that  the 
indiscriminate  and  careless  dumping  of  refuse,  apart  from 
being  unsightly,  is  a  potential  source  of  attraction  to  rats 
and  other  vermin. 

Owing  to  the  scattered  population  in  certain  Parishes 
in  the  Lydney  District,  no  orthodox  method  of  refuse  collec¬ 
tion  is  in  force,  with  the  result  that  statutory  nuisances  are 
committed. 


HOUSING. 

Full  details  as  to  the  numbers  of  new  houses  etc.,  are 
given  in  the  Housing  Surveyors’  reports  for  the  respective 
Districts.  In  East  Dean  many  houses  have  been  saved  from 
demolition  and  converted  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts,  into  desirable  dwellings.  1938  saw  this  Act  put  into 
operation  in  West  Dean,  where  I  trust  the  results  will  be  as 
beneficial  as  in  the  former  mentioned  District.  The  Small 
Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts  now  operate  in  the  Lydney 
District. 
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Many  dilapidated  and  old  houses  (the  skeletons  of  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  of  the  past)  are  being  energetically  dealt  with  in 
the  manner  of  removal,  by  the  respective  Councils.  These 
measures  will  rid  the  countryside  of  derelict  buildings,  which 
serve  no  useful  purpose,  and  are  a  blot  on  the  beauty  of  the 
Forest  Landscape. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

The  Lydney  Council  during  the  year  under  review, 

declared  two  areas  to  be  Clearance  Areas  viz.  Nos  1,  3,  5,  7 
and  9,  Church  Road,  Lydney,  and  Nos.  35,  37,  and  41  Albert 
Street,  Lydney.  A  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  at 
the  Town  Hall,  Lydney  on  17.  1.  39  regarding  these  Areas, 
confirmation  of  which  is  awaited  from  the  Ministry. 

A  similar  declaration  was  made  by  the  West  Dean  Council 
in  respect  of  Two  Areas,  one  in  Staunton  Road,  Coleford, 
comprising  Nos.  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  and  25  Staunton  Rd, 
and  the  other  comprising  Nos.  10,  12,  14,  16  and  18  Sparrow 
Hill,  Coleford.  The  Ministry  held  an  Inquiry  relative  to 
these  Areas,  in  the  Council  Offices,  Coleford  on  1.  12.  38.  The 
Order  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  on  31.  12.  38. 

Thirty  seven  persons  will  be  displaced  from  the  above 
Areas  in  West  Dean. 

INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Official  representations  under  Sections  11  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  were  made  to  the  respective  Councils 
concerning  18  unfit  houses  in  East  Dean,  15  in  West  Dean 
and  9  in  Lydney.  In  certain  cases  undertakings  were  accepted 
by  the  Councils  concerned,  that  the  houses  would  be  made 
fit  for  human  habitation  or  would  not  in  future  be  used  for 
human  habitation. 

ERADICATION  OF  BUGS  AND  DISINFESTATION  OF 

HOUSES. 

Fourteen  houses  were  found  to  be  bug  infested.  The 
removal  of  skirting  boards,  floor  boards  etc.,  and  spraying  with 
Zaldecide  was  found  to  be  quite  an  effective  remedy  and  cure. 
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The  furniture  etc.,  of  all  persons  who  are  to  be  re-housed 
in  Council  property,  is  examined,  and  if  found  to  be  verminous, 
is  thoroughly  disinfested  by  spraying  and  fumigation,  before 
removal. 

The  ideal  of  having  the  property  of  all  persons  who  are 
to  occupy  Council  Houses,  disinfested,  has  not  met  with  the 
approval  of  certain  Councils,  on  account  of  the  stigma  cast 
on  persons  of  clean  and  non-infested  houses. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Under  the  constant  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
the  quality  of  milk  in  the  Districts  is  satisfactory.  The  purity 
of  a  milk  supply,  apart  from  the  infected  herd  question, 
depends  on  clean  methods  of  milking,  and  cleanliness  of 
dairies,  cowsheds,  utensils  etc.,  and  the  control  of  the  purity 
can  only  be  estimated  by  the  Bacteriological  examination 
of  frequent  samples. 

The  local  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  have  previously  carried 
out  both  the  duties  of  the  taking  of  milk  samples  and  the 
inspection  of  premises,  have  now  been  relieved  of  the  former 
duty,  which  is  to  be  the  work  of  the  County  Officers.  This 
is  in  my  opinion  unfortunate,  as  it  leaves  the  Local  Sanitary 
Officers  with  a  lessening  degree  of  responsibility  and  loss  of 
interest. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Detailed  reports  are  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
of  each  District. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

The  health  of  the  Districts  as  a  whole  has  been  remarkably 
good  during  the  year  in  question. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  in  East  Dean  and  Lydney, 
are  fewer  in  number  than  for  many  years  past.  In  West 
Dean  however  an  increase  in  the  incident  rate  was  due  to  a 
slight  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Parish  of  Lydbrook,  due 
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to  a  “  carrier,”  a  boy  in  the  local  school.  His  removal  to 
and  isolation  in  Hospital,  soon  brought  the  epidemic  to  an  end. 

Scarlet  Fever  in  a  sporadic  form,  is  confined  more  to  West 
Dean  than  to  its  neighbouring  Districts.  Why  such  is  the 
case  is  difficult  to  explain.  No  evidence  has  been  obtained 
that  the  milk  supply  or  the  persons  connected  with  its  dis¬ 
tribution  are  the  causal  factors.  Throughout  the  United 
Districts,  there  were  31  cases  of  Diphtheria,  of  which  number 
24  are  credited  to  West  Dean.  The  Mortality  rate  however, 
is  high  in  East  Dean,  there  being  3  deaths  out  of  5  cases,  none 
of  which  were  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

In  the  Lydney  and  East  Dean  areas  the  response  to  the 
scheme  has  been  very  disappointing.  The  total  number  of 
children  immunised  in  the  United  Districts  during  1938,  was 
353,  of  which  336  were  in  West  Dean.  When  the  County 
Scheme  (proposed)  is  in  operation,  it  is  hoped,  that  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses,  many 
more  parents  will  be  persuaded  to  submit  their  children  for 
Immunisation. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  is  a  slight  decrease  in  both  incident  and  mortality 
over  the  previous  year. 

For  the  United  Districts,  there  were  57  new  cases  of 
Pulmonary  and  42  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year,  as  against  45  Pulmonary  and  69  Non-pulmonary  in  1937. 


C.  T.  Darwent, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
UNITED  DISTRICT. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

In  1938  the  rateable  value  of  the  West  Gloucestershire 
Area  of  East  Dean,  West  Dean  and  Lydney  was  £140,973. 

OUTSTANDING  LOANS. 

East  Dean  Rural  District. 


Object  of 

Sum 

Date  of 

Amount  outstanding 

Loan  borrowed 

Loan 

on  31st  Mar.,  1939 

Entire 

(Housing  | 

(1110 

10-12-24  j 

| 

Rural 

District  Subsidies)  ' 

1  1400 

13-5  25 

! 

3000 

12-5-26 

-  £3614  9 

0 

i  1900 

15-2-28 

| 

Housing— 

l  500 

19-6-29  J 

9  9 

(Stockwell 
Green  Site) 

4000 

16-1-24 

£3745  11 

11 

9  / 

Victoria  Site 

4500 

16-5-28 

£(4333  7 

11 

9  > 

(Longhope,  Mousall ) 

Barn,  Brierley 
and  Soudley)  ) 

11805 

17-6-31 

£1 1464  12 

5 

9  9 

(Mousall  Barn  and 
Longhope) 

2220 

18-7-33 

£(2156  8 

5 

(additional) 

9  9 

(Land  at  Mousall  ) 

Barn,  Brierley 
and  Soudley)  ) 

1500 

19-6-29 

£(1482  6 

11 

9  9 

Housing  (Land  at 

Townsend,  Ruardean  ; 

St.  Whites  Road 
Cinderford  ;  and 
Buckshaft  Road, 
Cinderford) 

770 

17-10-34 

£(761  17 

0 

9  9 

Housing  (Townsend, 

Ruardean  and 
Buckshaft  Road, 
Cinderford) 

10039 

19-6-35 

£9839  10 

2 

9  9 

Construction  of 
roads  at  St  Whites 
Road,  Cinderford 

1225 

25-9-35 

£1087  12 

3 
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East  Dean  Rural  District— continued 


Amount 


Amount 


Object  of 

of 

Date  of  Loan 

outstanding 

on 

Loan 

Loan 

31st  Mar.,  1939 

Entire 

Housing  (St.  Whites 

District 

Road,  Cinderford) 

£14100 

20-11-35 

£13892 

9 

4 

) ) 

Housing  (Land  at  The 
Pludds  and  Townsend, 

Mitcheldean) 

190 

20-11-35 

£188 

8 

3 

f  t 

Housing  (Rural  Work- 

500 

20-11-35 

/447 

15 

8 

ers)  Acts 

2000 

16-9-36 

£1860 

5 

11 

9  9 

2500 

12-1-38 

£2375 

0 

0 

9  9 

500 

17-8-38 

£*87 

10 

0 

East  Dean 

Water  Supply 

27784 

4-7-22 

£11442 

0 

1 

Township 

9  9  9  9 

1200 

13-7-27 

£280 

0 

0 

)  > 

Mousall  Barn 

Sewer 

280 

17-6-31 

£210 

0 

0 

f  9 

Sewer  at  Buckshaft 

Road 

128 

19-6-35 

£120 

0 

2 

9  9 

Water  Supply 

1920 

21-8-35 

£1516 

6 

8 

Water  main  and  sewer 

at  St-  Whites  Road, 
Cinderford 

525 

25-9-35 

£492 

5 

7 

9  9 

Wigpool  Water 

Supply 

650 

18-12-35 

£585 

16 

8 

9  » 

Water  Supply 

610 

19-2-36 

£549 

0 

0 

9  9 

Sewerage  (Drybrook.etc.)  34000 

19-8-36 

£31879 

3 

4 

Ruardean 

Water  Supply 

9  9  9  9 

3120 

14-ll-28\ 

£2505 

6 

8 

Parish 

580 

17-12-30/ 

50 

18-6-35  ' 

£46  17 

6 

Mitcheldean  Water  Supply, 

Parish 

Abenhall 

300 

16-1-29 

£200 

0 

0 

»  » 

Sewerage 

7780 

18-12-35 

£7129 

6 

8 

Littledean 

Parish 

Water  Supply 

1540 

18-12-35 

£1388 

6 

8 

>9 

Sewerage 

10182 

18-12-35 

£9299 

8 

0 
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West  Dean  Rural  District  Council. 


Object  of 
Loan 


Amount 

of 

Loan 


Amount 

Date  of  Loan  outstanding  on 

31st  Dec.,  1938 


Housing,  etc. 

Act  1923 — Sub- 

£ 

S.  ( 

d. 

£  s- 

d. 

Section  3  (a)  of  Section  2  ... 

1,200 

0 

0 

21st  July,  1924 

448  7 

10 

ditto 

ditto 

1,463 

0 

0 

6th  Aug,.  1925 

666  7 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

460 

0 

0 

2nd  Dec,  1926 

239  4 

4 

ditto 

ditto 

650 

0 

0 

5th  Jan,  1928 

371  11 

1 1 

ditto 

ditto 

500 

0 

0 

25th  Mar,  1929 

322  6 

1 

ditto 

ditto 

276 

0 

0 

11th  Dec,  1928 

171  7 

3 

^4549 

0 

0 

/2219 

5 

1 

Erection  of  Working  Class 

/  6th  May,  1 920 
\  2 1st  June,  1920 

Dwellings  —  Housing  1919  /4065 

Assisted  Scheme  ...  ...  * 

0 

0 

}  £3,608 

3 

4 

ditto 

ditto  . 

.  40,000 

0 

0 

10th  Mav,  1921 

36,289 

19 

8 

ditto 

ditto  . 

.  60,000 

0 

0 

6th  Oct,  1921 

56,964 

9 

1 

ditto 

ditto  . 

.  40,000 

0 

0 

14th  Aug,  1922 

23,221 

3 

3 

ditto 

ditto  . 

.  10,000 

0 

0 

14th  April,  1923 

9,373 

8 

5 

ditto 

ditto 

800 

0 

0 

20th  Sept,  1932 

622 

7 

3 

ditto 

ditto  . 

720 

0 

0 

20th  Sep;,  1932 

481 

19 

6 

ditto 

ditto  . 

886 

0 

0 

14th  Sept,  1920 

874 

7 

5 

ditto 

ditto  . 

871 

0 

0 

14th  Mar,  1921 

860 

1 

8 

ditto 

ditto  . 

.  20000 

0 

0 

14th  Mar,  1921 

19061 

15 

10 

ditto 

ditto 

.  17000 

0 

0 

31st  Oct,  1921 

16092 

15 

10 

ditto 

ditto  . 

1500 

0 

0 

20th  Feb.  1923 

1401 

9 

10 

ditto 

ditto  . 

1350 

0 

0 

12th  Jan,  1926 

1242 

12 

7 

^197,192 

0 

0 

^170,094 

13 

10 

Water  Supply  to  Coleford 

Council  Houses 

•  •  •  •  • 

615 

0 

0 

8th  Dec,  1931 

471 

10 

0 

Water  Supply  &  Water  Works — 

English  Bicknor 

^3,063 

Newland 

6,526 

.  39,791 

0 

0 

31st  Oct,  1929 

32,318 

18 

11 

Staunton 

707 

West  Dean 

29,495 

English  Bicknor 

916  1 

Newland 

Staunton 

1,962 

175 

11,859 

0 

0 

28th  Jan,  1932 

10,469 

18 

9 

West  Dean 

8,806 

English  Bicknor 

152  J 

Newland 

Staunton 

320  L  9  ooo 

33  f  ' 

0 

0 

31st  May,  1934 

1815 

8 

9 

West  Dean 

1,495  J 

• 

Coleford 

3141 

0 

0 

12th  Jan..  1932 

2773 

1 

3 

ditto 

383 

0 

0 

12th  June,  1934 

347 

13 

2 

ditto 

#  # 

7959 

0 

0 

29th  Oct.,  1929 

6501 

0 

5 

Rural  District  .. 

3750 

0 

0 

19th  Dec,  1935 

3549 

3 

8 

ditto 

•  • 

500 

0 

0 

18th  Aug. ,  1936 

309 

5 

0 

^69,383  0  0 


^58,084  9  11 


West  Dean  Rural  District  — continued. 


Amount 

Amount 

Object  of 

of 

Date  of  Loan 

outstanding 

on 

Loan 

Loan 

31st  Dec. 

,  1938 

High  Nash  Sewerage 

550 

0 

0 

1st  May.  1923 

265 

16 

8 

ditto 

268 

0 

0 

17th  Mar.,  1925 

173 

14 

5 

Coalway  Road  Sewerage 

812 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

768 

10  4 

/1 630 

0 

0 

£1208 

1 

5 

Erection  of  Dwellings  for 

Working  Classes — Housing 

1924—1936—  ... 

26,100 

0 

0 

23rd  Oct.,  1930 

25,360 

10 

7 

Purchase  of  Sites  ... 

450 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

443 

10 

9 

Erection  of  30  houses 

9100 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

8831 

1 

11 

Purchase  of  Sites  ... 

440 

0 

0 

1st  Feb. ,  1934 

433 

9 

6 

Erection  of  W’king  class  dwellings 

20925 

0 

0 

1st  Feb.,  1934 

20292 

13 

2 

Erection  of  Working  Class 

Dwellings— Housing,  1924 — 25—30  6000 

0 

0 

21st  Aug. ,  1926 

5728 

3 

0 

ditto 

6100 

0 

0 

2nd  July,  1927 

5854 

4 

3 

ditto 

1700 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1928 

1633 

,  2 

8 

ditto 

6700 

0 

0 

29th  June,  1929 

6494 

9 

7 

ditto 

6830 

0 

0 

14th  Oct.,  1930 

6649 

6 

11 

ditto 

1766 

0 

0 

14th  Sept. ,  1933 

1721 

10 

10 

ditto 

1020 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

994 

0 

8 

ditto 

1255 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

1059 

19 

8 

ditto 

1648 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

1487 

10 

11 

ditto 

10900 

0 

0 

24th  Sept.,  1936 

10777 

7 

0 

Housing  Act,  1925,  Sec.  92 

70 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

44 

8 

11 

ditto 

100 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

73 

1 

3 

ditto 

3000 

0 

0 

18th  Aug.,  1936 

1471 

8 

1 

£104104 

0 

0 

£99349  19 

8 

Housing  Act,  1936, 

Sec.  91 

115 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1937 

84 

12 

11 

ditto 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

280 

0 

0 

ditto 

259 

3 

1 

Housing  Rural  Workers 

175 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1937 

165 

8 

8 

/570 

0 

0 

^509 

4 

8 

Housing  Act,  1936 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

2179 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1937 

2100 

3 

4 

ditto 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9140 

0 

0 

1  st  Feb. ,  1938 

9096 

3 

10 

ditto 

... 

1635 

0 

0 

ditto 

1631 

8 

5 

£12954 

0 

0 

£12827 

15 

f-r 

7 

Purchase  of  Refuse 

Collection 

Vehicle 

351 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

182 

0 

7 

ditto 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

370 

0 

0 

30th  Sept.,  1937 

301 

0 

10 

Ambulance 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

480 

0 

0 

28th  Jan. ,  1937 

395 

10 

6 

Public  Offices  etc. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

500 

0 

0 

30th  April  1937 

472 

12 

8 

ditto 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

700 

0 

0 

30th  Sept.,  1937 

675 

6 

6 

£2401  0  0 


/.2026  11  1 


23 


West  Dean  Rural  District  — continued. 


Amount  of 

Object  of  Loan  Sum  Borrowed  Date  of  Loan  Loan  Outstanding 

31st  Dep.,  1938 


Advances  under  the  Small 


Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts, 


]99  to  1923 

•  •  • 

880 

0 

0 

30th  March,  1933 

654 

10 

0 

ditto 

ditto 

290 

0 

0 

3rd  July,  1933 

209 

19 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

1086 

0 

0 

1st  Feb.,  1934 

774 

3 

2 

ditto 

ditto 

1250 

0 

0 

27th  Sept. ,  1934 

1053 

7 

3 

ditto 

ditto 

760 

0 

0 

29th  Jan.,  1935 

623 

18 

2 

ditto 

ditto 

1875 

0 

0 

28th  Nov.,  1935 

1634 

3 

7 

ditto 

ditto 

330 

0 

0 

19th  Dec.,  1935 

292 

2 

5 

ditto 

ditto 

1060 

0 

0 

30th  April,  1936 

933 

2 

8 

ditto 

ditto 

1785 

0 

0 

18th  Aug. ,  1936 

1606 

0 

2 

ditto 

ditto 

813 

0 

0 

30th  Sept. ,  1937 

784 

6 

10 

ditto 

ditto 

2240 

0 

0 

30th  Dec. ,  1937 

2220 

7 

3 

ditto 

ditto 

3390 

0 

0 

28th  Jan.,  1938 

3103 

16 

11 

ditto 

ditto 

1600 

0 

0 

21st  Oct.,  1938 

1600 

0 

0 

ditto 

ditto 

1920 

0 

0 

28th  April,  1938 

1879 

15 

7 

£19279 

0 

0 

£17369  13 

8 

Lydney  Rural  District  Council 


Object  of 

Sum 

Date  of 

Amount  o 

utstandin; 

Loan 

borrowed 

Loan 

on  31st  Mar.,  1939 

Sewerage  Works  ... 

/2074  ... 

1921 

£849 

0 

0 

Waterworks  ...  6574  ... 

(Lydney  &  Woolaston) 

1910,  1925,  1926, 
1928, 1935 

2063 

8 

0 

Motor  Fire  Engine 

765  ... 

1933 

344 

5 

0 

Housing  (1919  Act) 

38025 

1920,  1921,  1922, 
1923 

26620 

2 

8 

„  (1923  Act) 

Subsidies  for  Private 

8498 

1924,  1926 

7986 

5 

0 

enterprise 

7475 

1925,  1926, 

1927,  1928,  1929 

3881 

3 

11 

Housing  (1924  Act) 

81267 

1926,1927,1928,1930,  77214 
1931  1932,  1933 

17 

5 

„  (1936  Act) 

Small  Dwellings 

31032 

1935,1936,1937,1938 

30537 

2 

2 

Acquisition  Acts(1938) 

990 

1938 

977 

12 

6 

£176700 

£150473 

16 

8 

AINFALL  FOR  THE  FOREST  STATIONS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 
'upplied  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Deputy  Surveyor — Forestry  Commission,  Parkend) 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  The  Township  of  East  Dean,  com¬ 
prising  the  Blakeney  Hill,  Cinderford,  Drybrook,  Plump, 
Pope’s  Hill  and  Ruspidge  Wards  ;  and  the  Civil 
Parishes  of  Awre,  Blaisdon,  Churcham,  Huntley,  Little  - 
dean,  Longhope,  Mitcheldean,  and  Ruardean  (part  of). 

1. —  General  Statistics — Area  (acres),  30,475. 

Population  (Census  1931),  19,915. 

Revised  Census  (1936),  19,556 

1938  estimated  at  (mid-year)  19,612. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  4,899. 

Revised  (1936)  4,812. 

,,  ,,  ,,  (end  of  1938)  5,289. 

Rateable  Value,  £50,102. 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1939 — 40  :  for 
East  Dean  with  outlying  Parishes,  £193  Os.  Od. 

2. —  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year— 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  /Legitimate  306...  150...  156  )  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births *£ Illegitimate  9...  5...  ^  )  popuiationted 

Still  _£  Legitimate  9...  4...  5  )  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births \ Illegitimate  0...  0...  o  )  and  still>  births  •••  28  6 

Deaths  .  268...  143... 125  Death  Rate  13*7 

Deaths  from  j  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  63.4 

Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  65.3 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  .333 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  34 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,p  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 
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3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year — 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 


Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  • 

14 

13 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

5 

5 

3 

Typhoid-Paratyphoid) 

•  • 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  • 

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

•  . 

6 

2 

4 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 
Enceph.  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  : 
Erysipelas 

8 

2 

0 

Acute  Anterior  Polio-myelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

rM 

9 

•  •  •  o  a  • 

...M  6 

(a)  Pulmonary  .  .  ^ 

F 

13 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...F  6 

Total 

Sw 

22 

...  ... 

...  12 

fM 

15 

...M  3 

(6)  Non-Pulmonary.  .  >< 

F 

11 

c  «  •  •  •  • 

...F  2 

Total 

t 

26 

•  •  •  9  »  t 

...  5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Notified. 

3 

0 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

3 

4.  — Sickness  during  Year — 

A  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  compared  to  previous  year. 

5.  — Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the 

District : 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council : 

Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 

[  (a)  for  infectious  cases. 

(b)  Ambulance  J  One  Motor. 

Facilities:  j  (b)  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases. 

L  One  Motor. 

6.  — Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  East  Dean 

Statutory  Rules  and  Orders,  1931,  No.  580. 

The  Rural  District  Council’s  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1931, 
(came  into  operation  1st  September,  1931) 
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The  new  powers  briefly  (as  to  entire  district)  are  as  follows:— 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  20,  26,  39,  42,  44,  45,  157,  158,  164,  165,  172, 
*197,  f 1 60. 

*Already  in  force  in  R.D.  by  an  Order  dated  4th  Oct.,  1929. 
t  >,  ,,  ,,  May,  1925. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 
Sections  20  (1),  40,  42,  43,  44  &  45,  46  ;  and  the 
following  in  force  by  an  Order  dated  May,  1925 — 
Sections  23,  24,  26,  27,  34,  35,  38  and  39, 

The  Rural  District  Council  of  East  Dean 

As  to  the  Parish  of  Ruardean — - 
Order  dated  29th  May,  1929- 
Determining  Special  Expenses. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1929. 

Dated  4th  Oct.,  1929 — 

(Date  of  operation,  28th  October,  1929) 

As  to  the  entire  District.  (Previously  in  force) 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Section  197.  Power  to  provide  Offices. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Public  Health)  Order,  1930. 
Dated  2nd  December,  1930. 

As  to  the  entire  District. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Section  50.  Provision  of  an  Ambulance. 

The  East  Dean  Rural  District  Urban  Powers  Order, 

1925. 

(This  Order  came  into  operation  1st  June,  1925). 

Epitome  of  the  Urban  Powers  granted  by  the  Orders. 

As  to  the  whole  of  the  District  and  United  Parishes. 
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The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  149  and  (previously  in  force) ,  160. 

Towns  Improvements  Clauses  Act,  1847 — 

Sections  64  to  83  inclusive. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1875 — 

Section  171.  Incorporating  Sections  21,  28,  29,  30 
and  31  of  the  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Sections  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  21,  22,  25,  28,  32,  33,  36, 
37,  47,  48,  49,  Part  4. 

Order  dated  10th  July,  1936.  No.  86,676. 

Investing  Rural  District  Council  with  Urban  Powers. 
Declaring  Special  Expenses. 

Date  of  operation,  27th  July,  1936. 

In  the  contributory  places  of  Abenhall,  Clmrcham,  East 
Dean,  Huntley,  Littledean,  Longhope,  Mitcheldean, 
and  Ruardean. 

{a)  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847. 

(b)  The  Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1889. 

(c)  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Section  171. 

In  the  contributory  Places  of  East  Dean  and  Mitcheldean. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  *42,  *44,  *157. 

As  to  the  Contributory  Place  of  East  Dean. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  1875 — 

Sections  *39,  150,  151,  *165. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — 
Sections  *20,  41  and  *43. 

In  the  contributory  place  of  Ruardean. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Section  *172. 

Note. — This  section  applies  to  that  portion  of  the  River 
Wye  which  is  in  the  parish  of  Ruardean. 

*  Subsequently  applied  to  the  entire  Rural  District  by 
“  The  Rural  District  Councils  (Urban  Powers)  Order  1931,” 
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East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1936. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Lighting  streets,  etc. 
Section  161  (first  paragraph). 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1937. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Section  161  (first  paragraph) 
Lighting  streets,  etc.  Littledean  Parish. 

East  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  1937. 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.  Section  45. 

Declaring  special  expenses.  Removal  of  house  refuse. 
Ruardean  Parish. 


C.  T.  DARWENT,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  in  the  Rural  District  of  East  Dean,  1938. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  in  East  Dean  Rural  District,  1938. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 . 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 . 

1 

0 
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0 
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0 

5 . 
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1 

4 

5 

0 
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0 

1 

10 . 
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1 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 . 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

20 . 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

25 . 

O 

O 

5 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

35 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

55 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

9 

13 

15 

11 

6 

6 

3 

2 
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SURVEYOR  AND  WATER  ENGINEER'S  REPORT,  1938. 

The  yield  from  the  springs  at  the  Greenbottom  Pumping 
Station  has  maintained  a  continuous  supply  of  water  to  the 
consumers  in  the  Township  of  East  Dean,  the  Parishes  of 
Littledean,  Mitcheldean  (Abenhall  Area),  Ruardean  and  the 
Joys  Green  area  of  West  Dean.  Some  difficulty  was  experi¬ 
enced  during  the  months  of  August  and  September,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  shut  off  the  water  at  night  to  conserve 
the  supply.  The  shortage,  I  consider,  was  due  not  so  much 
to  low  rainfall  as  to  the  fact  that  for  two  years,  while  the  new 
well  was  being  sunk,  pumping  operations  were  continued  day 
and  night,  and  the  whole  strata  was  excessively  drained. 
The  fact  that  we  were  able  to  supply  over  200,000  gallons  per 
day  while  this  continuous  pumping  was  in  operation  can  be 
taken  as  conclusive  evidence  that  there  is  an  ample  reserve 
available  for  consumption. 

Twenty-six  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  water 
mains  in  East  Dean  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of 
houses  connected  to  the  main  being  3,458,  and  the  number 
supplied  by  meter  for  trade  purposes,  etc.,  is  now  57. 

Pumping  records  for  the  year  show  that  the  total  quantity 
pumped  was  11,779,409  gallons,  giving  an  average  daily 
consumption  of  222,253  gallons. 

Supplies  by  meter  to  the  outlying  parishes  for  the  year 
are  as  follows  : — 

Ruardean  Parish  ...  2,433,000  gallons. 


Littledean  Parish 
Mitcheldean  Parish 


2,187,000  agllons. 
131,500  gallons. 


(Abenhall  Portion) 

West  Dean  ...  ...  2,293,000  gallons. 

(Joys  Green  Area) 

The  erection  of  a  pump  house  over  the  new  well  has  been 
completed,  and  a  deep  well  electrically  driven  pump,  installed 
by  Messrs.  Mather  and  Platt,  Ltd.,  of  Manchester,  capable  of 
pumping  15,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  new  well  has  provided  a 
good  additional  supply,  its  use  having  no  effect  on  the 


existing  deep  well  and  adit  source,  and  the  Council  are 
assured  of  a  supply  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  in  the 
future. 

Electric  Current  has  been  supplied  by  The  West  Glou¬ 
cestershire  Power  Company  Limited,  during  the  year,  without 
inconvenience  or  undue  delay. 

300  yards  of  three-inch  cast  iron  main  has  been  laid  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Cinderford,  and  will  be  available  for  the 
proposed  development  of  the  St.  Whites  Farm  estate.  70  yards 
of  small  service  main  have  been  laid  for  the  supply  of  water 
to  a  cottage  in  Newnham  Parish  on  the  southern  boundary  of 
East  Dean. 

Owing  to  highway  improvement  works  by  the  Gloucester¬ 
shire  County  Council  altering  the  elevation  of  the  roadway 
at  Steam  Mills,  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  up  and  re-lay 
the  existing  water  main  for  a  distance  of  182  yards. 

During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  the  Waterworks 
supplying  the  village  of  Blaisdon.  The  supply  is  fed  from  a 
spring  at  the  northern  end  of  the  village,  and  gravitates  to 
the  reservoir  built  nearby,  the  village  being  supplied  by 
stand-pipes  connected  to  a  3-inch  cast  iron  main  which  is  laid 
down  the  street.  The  stoneware  pipe  line  from  the  spring  to 
the  reservoir  has  been  replaced  with  a  cast  iron  pipe,  the 
reservoir  replastered  internally  and  externally,  a  new  overflow 
provided  and  a  recent  analysis  of  the  water  shows  that  the 
supply  has  been  considerably  improved. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  Cinderford,  Ruspidge  and  Drybrook  Wards  of  the 
Township  of  East  Dean  have  been  scavenged  daily  during 
the  year,  and  no  trouble  has  been  experienced  at  the  Refuse 
Dumps  now  in  use. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  new  houses  erected  in  the  Cinderford,  Ruspidge  and 
Drybrook  Wards  have  been  connected  to  the  Council's  sewers. 
The  extension  of  the  sewer  to  the  Drybrook  district  has  now 
been  completed  and  the  house-owners  are  gradually  taking 
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advantage  of  the  new  service. 

The  re-modelled  Outfall  Works  at  Soudley  have  now  been 
in  use  since  last  May,  the  new  Purification  process  proving 
very  satisfactory.  Some  difficulty  is  being  experienced  with 
the  disposal  of  the  sludge  refuse  owing  to  the  limited  space 
available,  and  the  Council,  acting  on  the  advice  of  their 
Consulting  Engineers,  (Messrs.  Lemon  &  Blizard,  of  West¬ 
minster,  S.W.I.),  have  given  instructions  for  the  installation 
of  a  Sludge  Digestion  Plant  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  When 
this  work  has  been  completed  the  Outfall  Works  will  be  one 
of  the  best  and  latest  model  Purification  Works  in  the  County. 

The  Purification  Works  at  Littledean  and  Mitcheldean  are 
both  working  satisfactorily,  and  connections  to  the  new  sewers 
are  being  continued. 

HOUSING. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in 
the  improvement  of  housing  conditions  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926-1942,  and  the  following  is  the 
complete  programme  : — 

East  Dean  19  houses  commenced  in  1937  and 

completed  in  1938. 

14  houses  commenced  and  completed. 
4  houses  commenced  but  not  completed. 

Churcham  Parish  1  house  completed. 

Littledean  Parish  1  house  completed. 

Mitcheldean  Parish  1  house  completed. 

1  house  commenced,  not  completed. 

The  total  number  now  completed  under  this  Act  is  61 
houses,  for  which  the  sum  of  £6,124  :  3  :  4.  has  been  paid 
to  Owners,  in  grants. 

Private  enterprise  has  provided  new  houses  in  the 
Council’s  area  as  follows  : — 

Plans  Approved  Previous  to  1938. 

East  Dean  10  new  houses  completed. 

2  new  houses  commenced  not  com¬ 
pleted. 
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2  Alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
houses  completed. 

1  Alteration  and  addition  to  an 
existing  house  commenced,  but  not 
completed. 

Huntley  Parish  2  new  houses  commenced  but  not 

completed. 

Longhope  Parish  2  new  houses  completed. 


Plans  Deposited  and  Approved  in  1938. 


East  Dean 


Blaisdon  Parish 


Church  am  Parish 


Huntley  Parish 


16  new  houses  completed. 

14  new  houses  commenced,  not  finished. 
5  Alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
houses  completed. 

1  Alterations  and  additions  to  an 
existing  house  commenced,  not  com¬ 
pleted. 

4  Garages  and  Outbuildings  have  been 
completed. 

1  licence  granted  under  Sec.  53  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  for  a  temporary 
building. 

1  new  Roman  Catholic  Church  has 
been  commenced  and  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  coming  year. 

2  new  houses  completed. 

1  new  garage  completed. 

1  new  drainage  system  and  Purification 
Works  at  the  Blaisdon  School  of 
Agriculture. 

1  new  house  completed. 

1  Alterations  and  additions  to  an 
existing  house  commenced  but  not 
completed. 

2  new  houses  completed. 

1  new  house  commenced,  not  completed. 
1  additions  to  existing  house  completed. 
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Littledean  Parish  2  new  houses  completed. 

Longhope  Parish  2  new  houses  completed. 

1  new  house  commenced,  not  com¬ 
pleted. 

1  new  garage  completed. 

1  agricultural  building  completed. 

Mitcheldean  Parish  2  Alterations  and  additions  to  existing 

houses  commenced  and  completed. 

Ruardean  Parish  1  new  house  completed. 

1  alterations  and  additions  to  an 
existing  house  completed. 

The  Council  have  entered  into  a  Contract  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  six  non-Parlour  cottages,  at  Townsend,  Mitcheldean, 
and  the  Contractor  is  making  good  progress  with  the  work. 

The  whole  of  the  Plans  deposited  for  the  approval  of  the 
Council  have  been  considered,  and,  with  the  exception  of  those 
plans  deposited  in  respect  of  buildings,  etc.,  in  the  Parishes 
of  Huntley  and  Churcham,  have  been  reported  on  by  the 
Forest  of  Dean  Joint  Planning  Committee  before  final  approval 
has  been  given. 

H.  W.  Woolford 

Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Architect. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1938. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(d)  Particulars  of  parishes  where  there  is  need  for  : 

(1)  A  sewerage  system 
Ruardean  Parish. 

(2)  Improvements  in  existing  sewerage 
Completion  of  the  extensions  to  Nailbridge 
and  Drybrook  in  the  Township  of  East  Dean. 

(Sewer). 

(3)  Improvements  in  sewerage  disposal 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

Any  action  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area. 

Sewer  extended  to  Nailbridge  and  Drybrook  as  above 
stated.  (Soudley). 

4.  Closet  Accommodation 

[a)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved 

privies  constructed.  * 

7  Pail  Closets. 

( b )  Number  of  replacements  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  by 

W.C.’s  68 

5.  Public  Cleansing 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  not  yet  been 
made  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  ? 

Blaisdon,  Churcham,  Huntley,  Longhope  and 
Mitcheldean. 

(b)  What  changes  in  the  collection  of  house  refuse  have 
been  made  during  the  year  ? 

Collection  started  in  the  village  of  Blakeney  in  the 
Parish  of  Awre. 

(c)  What  changes  in  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  have 


been  made  during  the  year  ?  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  other  extensions  or  improvements 
in  Public  Cleansing  Services  during  the  year  (e.g. 
cesspool  cleansing)  0 

6.  Sanitary  Inspection 

(a)  Inspections  made  50 

( b )  Nuisances  discovered  or  reported  Total  47 

,,  ,,  ,,  Swine  only  2 

(c)  Complaints  received  27 

(d)  Informal  or  preliminary  notices  sent  4 

(e)  Statutory  notices  sent  1 

(/)  Nuisances  abated  30 

(g)  Summonses  issued  1 

(h)  Convictions  obtained  1 
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7.  Premises  or  Occupations  Subject  to  Statutory 
Control 

(a)  Shops  and  Offices  0  No.  inspected  0 

No.  of  inspections  0 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(1)  Under  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation 
and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary 


conveniences.  0 

(2)  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936  0 

(b)  Factories — No.  inspected  5  No.  of  inspections  5 

Action  taken,  under  Factories  Act  1937  or  otherwise. 

1  Privy  Closet  to  be  reconstructed. 

(c)  Workshops — No.  inspected  18  No.  of  inspections  18 

Action  taken  0 

(d)  Bakehouses — No.  inspected  17  No.  of  inspections  18 

Action  taken  0 

Notice  to  Limewash  1.  0 

(e)  Offensive  Trades— No.  inspected  0 

No.  of  inspections  0 

Action  taken  0 

(/)  Outworkers  Residences— No.  inspected 

No.  of  inspections  0 

Action  taken  0 

(g)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds- — No.  inspected  15 

No.  of  inspections  23 


Action  taken 
6  Vans  removed. 

9  Vans  vacated. 

(h)  Canal  Boats — No.  inspected  0  No.  of  inspections  0 
Action  taken 

(i)  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  Milk  Shops- — 

No.  inspected  97  No.  of  inspections  100 
Action  taken 
2  notices  to  limewash. 

1  new  cowshed  constructed. 

1  new  floor  and  dairy. 

1  Intimation  to  owner  that  new  floor  is  necessary. 


8.  Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  made  0  Complaints  received  0 

Particulars  of  action  taken 

9.  Bug  Eradication 

Council  Other 

Houses  Houses 

(a)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  0  1 

( b )  No.  of  houses  disinfested  0  0 

(c)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 
bugs,  and  names  of  any  fumigants  or  insecticides 
used. 

Advised  owner  how  to  eradicate. 
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(d)  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 
Council  Houses 

No  new  Council  houses  occupied  during  the  year. 

(e)  Measures  taken  to  supervise  or  educate  tenants 
with  regard  to  prevention  of  infestation,  or  to  re¬ 
infestation  after  cleansing 

Advised  owner  how  to  eradicate. 

10.  Schools 

(a)  Notes  regarding  the  sanitary  condition  and  water 
supplies  of  schools  within  the  district 

Steam  Mills.  Pail  Closets  converted  to  water 
closets  and  drains  connected  to  new  sewer. 

Littledean.  Pail  Closets  converted  to  water 
closets  and  drains  connected  to  new  sewer. 

(b)  Any  special  measures  taken  in  respect  of  infectious 
disease,  and  the  prevention  of  its  spread  among 
school  children 

All  homes  disinfected  etc. 

11.  Camping  Sites 

(1)  No.  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  during  the 

year  0 

(2)  No.  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  sec.  269  of  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  0 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  No.  of  campers  resident  in  the 
area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season 

(4)  Any  other  remarks 

12.  Swimming  Pools  and  Natural  Facilities  for 

Swimming 

(a)  Particulars  of  any  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
to  the  public,  and  action  taken  to  ensure  the  satis¬ 
factory  condition  of  the  water 

(1)  Publicly  owned  0 

(2)  Privately  owned 

1  Pool  at  Manor  Guest  House  at  Longhope. 

(, b )  Particulars  of  any  natural  facilities  for  swimming  in 
the  shape  of  lakes,  ponds  and  rivers,  in  the  area,  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  water  for  bathing  purposes. 

1  Pond  at  Soudley,  owned  by  the  Crown  fed  by 
spring  and  surface  water. 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(a)  1.  Total  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Housing 

Defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  887 

2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  1391 
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( b )  1.  No.  of  houses  included  under  above  which  were 

inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  &  1937  ...  ...  ...  817 

2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  1093 

(c)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous, 

or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(d)  No.  of  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

(c)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

III.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the 
Year. 

A.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Housing  Act,  1930 
(Part  II — Repairs,  Demolition,  Closure). 

(1)  Repairs— (Sec.  9,  10  &  16) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Intimation  Notices. 

( b )  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Demolition  (Secs.  11  &  13) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

( b )  No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Closure  or  portions  of  buildings  (Sec.  12) 

(a)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  6 

(b)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 


0 
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Part  III — (Clearance,  Re-development  and  Improvement 
Areas) 

(1)  Clearance  Area  Declarations  made,  by  Council  ...  0 

(2)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  awaiting  con¬ 
firmation  by  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  rejected  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  confirmed  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(5)  Re-development  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council  0 

(6)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  awaiting 

confirmation  b}^  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(7)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  rejected  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(8)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  confirmed  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(9)  Improvement  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council  ...  0 

Part  IV — (Overcrowding) 

1.  {a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

(b)  No.  of  families  living  therein  ...  ...  ...  46 

(c)  No.  of  persons  living  therein  ...  ...  ...  285 

2.  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

( b )  No.  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  368 

4.  Number  and  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps  had  been 
taken  for  abatement. 

3  Borderline  cases.  Total  number  of  occupants,  14^ 
persons. 

IV  Particulars  Relating  Specially  to  Agricultural 
Population 

Action  Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  member  of  agricultural 
population  to  relieve  overcrowding,  and  subject  to 
Ministry  and  County  Council  grants  under  Secs.  108 

and  115  (3)  .  0 

(2)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  members  of  the  agri¬ 

cultural  population,  exclusive  of  those  for  the  relief 
of  overcrowding,  and  subject  to  grant  from  County 
Council  under  Sec.  115  (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Action  under  Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Acts, 

1928  &  1931 

(1)  No.  of  houses  or  other  buildings  dealt  with  by  repair 

or  conversion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

(2)  No.  of  repaired  or  reconstructed  dwelling  houses 

provided  as  a  result  of  above  action  ...  ...  37 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  December,  1938. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

623 

187 

48 

2810 

963 

Number 

inspected 

225 

148 

7 

. 

540 

223 

All  Non-Tuber- 
cular  Diseases 

1 

1 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

— • 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

19 

31 

. 

16 

7 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  aff¬ 
ected  with  non 
T  B 

-*■  •  J '  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

_ 

Tuberculosis 

Only. 

Whole  carcase 
condemned  ... 

2 

4 

Only  part  or  or¬ 
gan  condemned 

21 

20 

— 

4 

Percentage  of 

number  in¬ 

spected  affec- 
ected  withT.B. 

12.2 

16.2 

Nil 

Nil 

1.8 

Total  amount  of  Meat  destroyed  is  as  follows  : — 

Beef  4225  lbs. 

Offal  1507  lbs. 

Mutton  58  lbs. 

Offal  78  lbs. 

Pork  10  lbs. 

Offal  82  lbs. 

Total  5960  lbs. 


A.  W.  Collinson,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1938 


FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  EAST  DEAN. 
[Form  572). 


On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  190], 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901 

on  1st  July,  1 938) . 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prose- 

tions. 

Notices 

cutions 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

5 

0  . 

..  0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

18 

0  . 

..  0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including 

works  of  building  and  engineering  construc¬ 
tion  but  not  including  ontworkers'  premises) 

0 

...  0  . 

..  0 

Total  .  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

23 

0  . 

..  0 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred 

No.  of 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M. 

Prose- 

Particulars 

Inspector 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

.  .  1  .  . 

1  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Overcrowding 

.  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  .  . 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Inadequate  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Insufficient 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

. .  1  . . 

1  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

Other  offences 

.  .  0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0  .  . 

0 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  Home 
work  or  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 


Total  ..  ..  ..  2  . .  2  . .  0  0 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  —  None  in  District. 
(Section  108  of  Act  of  1901 ;  Section  III  of  Act  of  1937) 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District  :  Bream,  Broad  well,  Coleford, 
Clearwell,  Lydbrook,  and  Pillowell  Wards  ;  the  Parishes 
of  English  Bicknor,  Newland,  Staunton,  West  Dean, 
Joy’s  Green  (part  of),  and  Ruardean  (part  of). 

1. — General  Statistics — Area  (Acres)  23,554. 

Population  (Census  1931),  14,260  ; 

1938,  estimated  (mid-year)  17,511 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931),  3,435. 

„  „  „  (end  of  1938),  4950. 

Rateable  Value,  £43,837. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £183. 

2. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year — 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  /Legitimate  233...  109...  124  )  Birtb  Rate  per  1000  of 
Births  C Illegitimate  3...  3...  ^  1  population16^  ^lsT 1 

Still  /Legitimate  4...  0...  4  )  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births'/ Illegitimate  0...  0...  0  )  and  sti11)  births...  14.4 

Deaths  .  235...  137...  98  Death  Rate  13’4 

Deaths  from  (  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ...  1 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  80.5 

Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  81.5 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  26 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0 

„  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

pp  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 
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3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year — 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted  Total 

Disease 

Notified 

to  Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  48 

•  •  •  4 1 

0 

Diphtheria 

..  24 

24 

0 

Typhoid-Paratyphoid)  ... 

0 

•  •  •  0  « .  * 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

•  •  •  0  • » • 

1 

Pneumonia  (Primary)  ...  ...  33 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

•  .  •  0  •  •  • 

4 

Enceph.  Lethargica 

0 

•  •  •  0  •  •  • 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally  0 

•  •  •  0  •  •  • 

0 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  : — 

8 

..  Nil. 

•  •  •  1  t  *  • 

0 

(M  19 

F  9 

•  • •  •••  . » .  M 

6 

(a)  Pulmonary 

...  ...  ...F 

6 

Total 

(  28 

...  ...  ... 

12 

(M  9 

...M 

3 

( b )  Non-Pulmonary  ... 

F  3 

p 

...  ...  ...X 

0 

Total 

Sickness  during  Year — 

12 

...  ...  ... 

3 

Diphtheria;  Scarlet  Fever 

— See  M.  0.  H.  report. 

5. — Hospitals. 

Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District  : 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  by  the  County  Council  : 

Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 

(£)  Ambulance  Facilities  : 

(a)  For  infectious  cases.  Ambulance  of  East  Dean  and 
United  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

( b )  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases.  Ambulance 
purchased  by  the  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Minister  of  Health, 
dated  18/3/32.  New  Ambulance  purchased  Jan.,  1937. 


6.— Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District. 

Adopted. 

Model  Building  Bye-laws,  1907... 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1 890 ...  ...  1891 

Part  3  Public  Health  Amended  1890  ...  ...  1898 
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The  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  1899 — 1833 

1st  April,  1933 

The  West  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order, 

1933,  dated  7/10/33.  Section  161,  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  Lighting  of  Streets.  22rd  Oct.,  1933 

The  West  Dean  Rural  (Urban  Powers)  Order  1934 
dated  12/1/34 — Section  160  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
incorporating  the  applicable  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847 — Numbering  of 
Houses — and  Sections  17,  18  and  19  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925 — Naming  of  Streets. 

Section  I — The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

12th  March,  1934 

Amendment  of  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Build¬ 
ings  and  certain  matters  in  connection  with  Buildings 
effected  by  the  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1934 
and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  9th 
day  of  August,  1934. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Slaughter-houses  adopted 
by  the  Council  on  the  31st  day  of  May,  1934  and 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  9th  day 
of  August,  1935. 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  Adopted  1934 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts 

Administered  since  Sept.,  1938 

Public  Health  Staff — 

(1)  M.O.H.,  C.  T.  Darwent,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  B.  J.  Davies,  A.R.  San.  I., 

M.S.I.A. 

(3)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  G.  J.  Watts, 

C.R.S.I.,  etc. 


C.  T.  Darwent, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES,  1938-WEST  DEAN  R.D. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria . 

Typhoid  &  Para-T. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 

Erysipelas . 

Totals 
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Tuberculosis— WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1938. 


New  Cases. 

Deat 

hs. 

Age  Periods. 

Non 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

1 

0... 

0... 

4... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

2... 

0... 

5 

0... 

1... 

1... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

10 

1... 

2... 

2... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

15 

1... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

20 

4... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

25 

4... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

35 

1... 

0... 

1... 

0... 

3... 

2... 

0... 

0... 

45 

7... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

55 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

65  and  upwards 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

1... 

0... 

0... 

Totals 

•  •  • 

19... 

9... 

9... 

3... 

6... 

6... 

3... 

0... 
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HOUSING  SURVEYOR  AND  WATER  ENGINEER’S 

REPORT. 

Water  Services.  A  further  number  of  private  pro¬ 
perties  were  connected  on  to  the  public  water  mains  including 
several  new  houses  erected  during  the  year.  It  is  estimated 
that  roughly  another  200  water  services  were  made,  bringing 
the  total  to  over  2,000  connections  to  the  mains  to  date. 

Water  Mains.  In  consequence  of  the  re-housing  pro¬ 
gramme,  owing  to  Slum  Clearance  and  Overcrowding,  new 
cast  iron  pipe  branch  water  mains  were  carried  out  at  Joys 
Green,  Lydbrook,  for  20  new  Council  houses.  Another  branch 
water  main  is  shortly  to  be  laid  for  24  Council  houses  in  course 
of  erection  at  Lower  Redbrook.  In  addition  another  new 
branch  main  is  to  be  constructed  for  the  Stowfield 
Building  Estate  at  Lower  Lydbrook,  where  8  houses  are 
completed.  Furthermore  two  new  branch  mains  are  to  be  laid 
for  the  Sunny  Bank  Housing  Estate  at  Coleford,  where  50 
Council  houses  are  in  course  of  construction.  During  the 
past  12  months  another  24  Council  houses  were  erected  and 
are  now  in  occupation  at  Park  Hill,  Whitecroft  ;  Breams 
Eaves  ;  Clearwell ;  Barn  Hill,  Broadwell  ;  and  Coverham, 
Berry  Hill,  and  these  were  connected  to  the  water  supply. 

Waterworks  Pumping  Station.  A  chlorination  plant 
(supplied  by  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Ltd.,  of  London) 
was  installed  last  August  at  the  Redbrook  Pumping  Station 
for  the  sterilisation  of  the  Water  Supply.  This  apparatus 
has  worked  satisfactorily.  Samples  of  the  water  supply  are 
analysed  bacteriologically  at  least  monthly  by  the  County 
Analyst,  samples  of  water  are  taken  from  the  Redbrook  Well 
and  Staunton  Reservoir  for  examination,  tests  are  made 
periodically  for  residual  chlorine. 

Proposed  Extensions  to  Water  Scheme.  The  storage 
capacity  at  Staunton  is  to  be  increased  from  100,000  gallons  to 
300,000  gallons.  An  additional  200,000  gallons  Service 
Reservoir  is  to  be  built  alongside  the  existing  Staunton 
Reservoir. 


54 


Another  100,000  gallons  storage  tank  is  to  be  con¬ 
structed  at  Upper  Redbrook  in  the  Knockalls  Enclosure  Valley 
to  collect  the  spring  water  preparatory  to  gravitating  same 
therefrom  to  the  Redbrook  Pumping  Station  for  pumping  to 
the  Staunton  Reservoir. 

A  Venturi  Meter  for  recording  the  quantity  of  water 
pumped  is  to  be  installed  at  the  Pumping  Station  and  a 
measuring  meter  fitted  with  recording  charts  will  be  installed 
on  the  water  supply  main  at  Staunton  Reservoir  to  gauge 
quantities  consumed. 

Further  storage  is  contemplated  at  High  Beech,  Joys 
Green,  where  a  50,000  gallon  Reservoir  is  to  be  built,  which  will 
be  supplied  from  the  existing  distribution  system  by  a  new 
trunk  water  main  connected  at  Edge  End  continuing  direct 
through  Central  Lydbrook  to  this  new  Reservoir  at  Joys 
Green. 

The  whole  of  the  new  works  of  extension  will  be  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers,  Messrs.  Willcox,  Raikes  and  Marshall,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Augmented  Water  Supply.  The  Consulting  Engineers, 
together  with  the  expert  Geologist  have  surveyed  the  district 
to  locate  another  source  of  water  supply,  and  three  sources  are 
under  investigation  in  different  parts  of  the  district.  Auto¬ 
matic  gauging  apparatus  with  recorder  charts  are  to  be 
installed  at  these  sources  of  supply  to  measure  the  quantity 
of  yield  over  the  12  months.  When  this  information  is  to 
hand,  the  Consultants  will  then  select  one  of  the  three  positions 
for  sinking  a  new  well  with  appurtenant  works  and  pumping 
station.  This  will  enable  the  district  to  have  two  independent 
sources  of  water  supply. 

Re-Housing  Programme. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  additional  Council 
Housing  development  has  continued  in  various  parts  of  the 
Rural  District  in  connection  with  the  Slum  Clearance  and 
Overcrowding  Programme.  Forty-four  new  non-parlour  type 
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houses  were  constructed  and  occupied  by  re-housed  tenants 
at  the  following  Housing  Estates  : — 


Whitecroft,  Park  Hill  Site  ... 
Bream  Eaves,  Parkend  Rd  Site 
Clearwell,  Lower  Clearwell  ... 
Broadwell,  Barn  Hill  Site  ... 
Berry  Hill,  Coverham 
Joys  Green  Site,  Lydbrook  ... 


4  houses. 


4 

6 

6 

4 

20 


y  y 


y  y 


The  Council  have  also  commenced  other  Housing  Con¬ 
tracts  for  another  ninety  houses.  These  buildings  are  at 
present  in  course  of  erection  at  the  following  estates  : — 


Lower  Redbrook,  Highbury  Site  ... 

24  houses 

Coleford,  Sunny  Bank  Site 

50  „ 

Pillowed,  Prouts  Row  Site 

8  „ 

Yorkley  Slade  Site 

8  „ 

Further  extensions  of  the  Council  Housing  Programme 
are  contemplated  at  Lydbrook,  Clearwell  and  Whitecroft,  and 
preliminary  lay-out  plans  are  under  consideration.  The  new 
service  roadways  for  these  housing  estates  are  shortly  to  go 
to  tender  and  will  be  proceeded  with  this  year.  The  sewage 
from  the  housing  estates  will  be  treated  by  means  of  small 
sewage  disposal  works  installed  at  each  site,  and  the  effluent 
therefrom  is  conducted  into  streams,  until  such  time  as  the 
comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Rural  District  is 
undertaken. 


C.  W.  D.  Ward, 

Housing  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1938. 

During  1938  the  duties  of  the  supervision  of  houses  erec¬ 
ted  under  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Acts,  also  all  houses 
erected,  enlarged  and  repaired  under  the  Housing  Acts 
by  loans  from  the  Council  was  transferred  to  the  Public  Health 
Department.  This  work  has  entailed  a  great  deal  of  time  which 
should  be  devoted  to  other  more  important  duties  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  is  also  given  to  the 
Inspection  of  Plans  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts.  Visits  to  the  proposed  new  building  sites  have  to  be 
made  in  company  with  an  Officer  of  the  Forest  of  Dean  Joint 
Planning  Committee  also  to  the  person  proposing  to  build 
when  the  suggested  elevation  is  amended  by  the  Forest  of 
Dean  Joint  Planning  Committee. 

By  the  Council’s  decision  to  adopt  the  Administration  of 
the  Housing  Rural  Workers  Act  a  great  deal  further  time 
will  be  taken  up  in  the  examination  of  plans  and  specifications 
and  the  making  of  reports  on  the  properties  which  are  subject 
of  an  application  for  grants  and  loans  under  this  Act.  This 
Act  should  greatly  assist  in  improving  the  standard  of  housing 
conditions. 

Verminous  Houses  and  Disinfestation. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  after  much  deliberation 
have  agreed  that  in  future  the  furniture'  and  bedding  of  all 
families  to  be  removed  from  Slum  Property  which  on  inspec¬ 
tion  is  found  to  be  vermin  infested  must  be  disinfested  by  a 
process  of  fumigation  before  its  removal  into  a  Council  House. 

Unfortunately  the  Committee  could  not  agree  with  my 
suggestion  that  all  houses  condemned  under  the  Council’s 
Slum  Clearance  Scheme  should  be  treated  by  this  process 
irrespective  of  visible  signs  of  infestation  at  the  time  of  inspec¬ 
tion.  The  suggested  policy  is  one  which  is  strongly  recommen¬ 
ded  and  adopted  by  a  large  number  of  Authorities  in  the 
country  and  safe-guards  the  Council  from  a  great  deal  of 
expenditure  in  the  eradication  of  vermin  from  Council  Houses. 
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Rat  Destruction. 

An  extensive  campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  was 
carried  out  by  the  outdoor  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  on  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  under  my  suggestion  and 
supervision  with  the  result  that  during  1938  some  400  rodents 
were  caught  and  killed.  A  number  of  rats  have  been  trapped 
and  killed  on  private  property  too.  Baits  in  the  form  of 
Poison  Biscuits  are  supplied  free  to  property  owners.  The 
Council  try  to  set  a  good  example  by  making  every  week  a 
Rat  Week. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

It  is  surprising  to  note  in  spite  of  the  slogan  widely 
advertised  “  Burn  your  Refuse  and  Reduce  Your  Rates,” 
that  during  1938  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  tons 
of  refuse  collected. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  observed  that  much  of  the  refuse 
placed  in  receptacles  is  of  an  easily  combustible  nature  and 
could  be  destroyed  on  the  kitchen  fire  or  under  the  boiler 
grate. 

The  figures  for  1938  are  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  bins  collected  ...  ...  301,964 

No.  of  loads  collected...  ...  1,815 

Estimated  no.  of  tons  of  refuse  3,630 

Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Up  to  and  including  1938  the  Council  have  dealt  with 
thirty-seven  Clearance  Areas  giving  a  total  number  of  houses 
114,  and  128  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

This  may  appear  to  have  covered  the  whole  of  the 
Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme  but  owing  to  the  fact 
that  Property  owners  do  not  fac^-  up  to  their  obligations  in 
maintaining  their  houses  in  good  repair  and  a  satisfactory 
condition  many  more  houses  are  fast  falling  into  the  category 
which  classify  them  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
They  in  time  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  way  of 
Demolition  Orders  and  Clearance  Area  Orders. 
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I  would  like  to  point  out  that  Preliminary  or  Intimation 
Notices  asking  for  repairs  are  sent  to  property  owners  but 
very  few  take  these  notices  as  a  warning  and  in  my  opinion 
spend  far  too  much  of  their  time  and  money  on  Solicitors’ 
fees  and  Court  applications  in  trying  to  obtain  ejectment 
orders  on  their  tenants.  Much  of  the  money  spent  in  this 
way  would  greatly  help  in  preserving  their  property. 

From  the  figure  of  the  number  of  inspections  made  during 
1938,  which  is  193  houses  inspected,  necessitating  altogether 
some  668  visits  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  whether  the 
Intimation  Notices  had  been  complied  with  and  to  the  stan¬ 
dard  of  the  work  carried  out  it  will  be  seen  that  every  effort 
is  being  made  to  improve  the  housing  conditions  rather  than 
to  adopting  a  more  serious  course,  that  of  Demolition  Orders. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. 

A  new  Bill  affecting  Factories  and  Workshops  came  into 
operation  during  1938.  Certificates  as  to  the  suitability  of 
means  of  Fire  Escape  have  to  be  issued  under  this  new 
regulation.  This  necessitates  more  time  than  previously 
having  to  be  devoted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  to  a 
detailed  inspection  of  the  premises. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  following  have  been  inspected  in  licensed  and  regis¬ 
tered  slaughterhouses  during  1938. 

68  Cows.  262  Beasts.  24  Calves.  820  Sheep  and  Lambs. 
292  Pigs. 

Notifications  in  respect  of  48  Sheep  and  Lambs  and  78 
Pigs  were  received  from  occasional  slaughterers. 

Of  the  above  the  following  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  food 
and  destroyed  : — 

2  Beasts  and  Offal. 

1  Pig  and  offal. 

I  Pigs  Head. 

74  lbs.  Chilled  Beef. 

398  lbs.  Beef. 
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Other  food  examined  and  found  unfit  for  human  food 
was  as  follows  : — 

11  Tins  of  fruit. 

1  Tin  of  Jellied  Veal. 

1  Tin  of  Danish  Roll. 

S.  B.  J.  Davies 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  sources  of  Public  Supply.  0 

( b )  Particulars  of  extension  of  existing  water  mains. 
Lydbrook,  joys  Green  Housing  Scheme,  140  yards  2" 

cast  iron,  to  supply  at  present  20  houses. 

Broadwell,  Barn  Hill  Housing  Scheme,  120  yards  4" 
cast  iron  and  170  yards  2"  cast  iron. 

(c)  Measures  taken,  and/or  in  force,  for  discovery  of 
sources  of  contamination  (including  number  of 
samples  taken  for  examination) 

Monthly  analysis  by  County  Analyst  of  water  from 
the  Water  Works  Well  and  High  Levels  Service 
Reservoir  at  Staunton.  A  Chlorination  plant  was 
installed  at  Redbrook  Pumping  Station  in  Sept¬ 
ember  1938. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1938  was  27 

(d)  Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply  ...  164 

( e )  State  whether  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory 

(a)  in  quality  ( b )  in  quantity 

(a)  Variable  but  since  installation  of  Chlorination 
Plant  good  quality  water  is  now  supplied  to  con¬ 
sumers. 

( b )  Variable.  During  Spring  drought  the  water 
diminished  to  an  alarming  extent,  since,  good 
recovery  owing  to  Summer  and  Autumn  Rains. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  schemes  completed  during  year.  0 

( b )  Particulars  of  new  works  commenced  during  year.  0 

( c )  Particulars  of  contemplated  works. 

Council  at  present  considering  the  provision  of  an 
adequate  and  modern  system  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  Coleford  and  District. 

( d )  Particulars  of  parishes  where  there  is  need  for  : 

(1)  A  sewerage  system 

All  Parishes  except  Coleford  where  parts  already 
sewered  require  improving. 

(2)  Improvements  in  existing  sewerage 
In  all  Parishes. 

(3)  Improvements  in  sewerage  disposal 
In  all  Parishes. 


3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

Any  action  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area. 

Periodical  visits  are  made  to  factories  on  banks  of  River 
Wye  and  tributaries  of  the  River  Severn. 
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4.  Closet  Accommodation 

(a)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved 
privies  constructed. 

The  provision  of  Water  Closets  is  always  encouraged 
especially  where  a  water  supply  is  available. 

(b)  Number  of  replacements  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  by 

'  W.C.’s  86 

5.  Public  Cleansing 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  not  yet  been 
made  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  ? 

House  refuse  is  removed  from  all  parishes. 

(. b )  What  changes  in  the  collection  of  house  refuse  have 

been  made  during  the  year  ?  0 

(c)  What  changes  in  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  have 

been  made  during  the  year  ?  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  other  extensions  or  improvements 
in  Public  Cleansing  Services  during  the  year  (e.g. 


cesspool  cleansing)  0 

6.  Sanitary  Inspection 

(a)  Inspections  made 

(Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits)  183 

(b)  Nuisances  discovered  or  reported  Total  20 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Swine  only  0 

(c)  Complaints  received  28 

( d )  Informal  or  preliminary  notices  sent  17 

(e)  Statutory  notices  sent  0 

(/)  Nuisances  abated  16 

(g)  Summonses  issued  0 

(. h )  Convictions  obtained  0 


7.  Premises  or  Occupations  Subject  to  Statutory 
Control 

(a)  Shops  and  Offices.  No.  inspected  8 

No.  of  inspections  14 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(1)  Under  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation 
and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary 
conveniences. 

(2)  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(b)  Factories — No.  inspected  4  No.  of  inspections  8 
Action  taken,  under  Factories  Act  1937  or  otherwise. 
Preliminary  visits  have  been  made  in  connection 

with  the  above.  To  date  only  two  applications  have 
been  received  for  Certificates  concerning  means  of 
Fire  Escape. 
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(c)  Workshops — No.  inspected  7  No.  of  inspections  36 
Action  taken 

Verbal  notices  regarding  lime  washing. 

(d)  Bakehouses — No.  inspected  7  No.  of  inspections  12 
Action  taken 

Verbal  notices  regarding  lime  washing. 


(e)  Offensive  Trades — No.  inspected  0 

No.  of  inspections  0 

Action  taken 

(/)  Outworkers  Residences — No.  inspected  0 

No.  of  inspections  0 

Action  taken 

(g)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — No.  inspected  5 

No.  of  inspections  27 

Action  taken 


Applications  to  Station  and  use  a  Moveable 
Dwelling  were  received  from  three  persons.  One 
Licence  only  was  granted  subject  to  conditions. 

(. h )  Canal  Boats — No.  inspected  0  No.  of  inspections  0 
Action  taken 

(i)  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  Milk  Shops- — 

No.  inspected  67  No.  of  inspections  171 
Action  taken 

During  1938  alterations  and  repairs  to  nine  cowsheds 
and  dairies  were  carried  out  according  to  our  sugges¬ 
tions  and  under  our  supervision. 

A  constant  watch  is  kept  on  the  general  condition  of 
cowsheds  and  dairies,  also  the  vans  and  milk  floats. 


8.  Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  made  1  Complaints  received  0 

Particulars  of  action  taken 

9.  Bug  Eradication 

Council  Other 

Houses  Houses 

(a)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  2  7 

( b )  No.  of  houses  disinfested  •  2  7 


(c)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 
bugs,  and  names  of  any  fumigants  or  insecticides 
used. 

Spraying  with  Zaldecide,  removing  skirting  boards, 
architraves,  picture  rails  and  easing  up  floor  boards. 

(d)  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 
Council  Houses 

Before  each  family  is  rehoused  premises  are 
inspected.  Verminous  houses  treated  by  Cimex 
Co.  Ltd. 

(e)  Measures  taken  to  supervise  or  educate  tenants 
with  regard  to  prevention  of  infestation,  or  to  re¬ 
infestation  after  cleansing 

Periodical  visits  paid  to  tenants  and  advice  given. 
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10.  Schools 

(a)  Notes  regarding  the  sanitary  condition  and  water 
supplies  of  schools  within  the  district 

During  1938  Water  Closets  were  installed  at  Bream 
Girls  and  Infants  Schools  and  work  of  a  similar 
installation  was  commenced  at  Parkend  Schools. 
Inspections  of  the  Sanitary  conveniences  at  Red- 
brook  were  also  carried  out  and  reported  on.  This 
matter  is  now  being  considered  by  the  School 
Authority. 

The  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Lydbrook  Council 
Schools  was  inspected  and  reported  on  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Gloucestershire 
Education  Authority. 

(b)  Any  special  measures  taken  in  respect  of  infectious 
disease,  and  the  prevention  of  its  spread  among 
school  children 

All  contacts  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  excluded 
from  School. 

In  company  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits 
have  been  made  to  schools  to  examine  contacts  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  swabs  of  Diphtheria  contacts. 

A  number  of  visits  were  also  made  to  contacts  at 
their  Homes. 

11.  Camping  Sites 

(1)  No.  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  during  the 

year  1 

(2)  No.  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  sec.  269  of  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  1 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  No.  of  campers  resident  in  the 

area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season  12 

(4)  Any  other  remarks 

This  being  the  first  authorised  camping  site  within 
the  Rural  District  of  West  Dean  a  strict  supervision 
was  kept  and  at  all  times  the  camp  was  found  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  and  well  conducted. 

Separate  sanitary  conveniences  and  ablution  sheds 
are  provided  for  sexes. 

12.  Swimming  Pools  and  Natural  Facilities  for 

Swimming 

(a)  Particulars  of  any  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
to  the  public,  and  action  taken  to  ensure  the  satis¬ 
factory  condition  of  the  water 

(1)  Publicly  owned  .  0 

(2)  Privately  owned  0 

( b )  Particulars  of  any  natural  facilities  for  swimming  in 
the  shape  of  lakes,  ponds  and  rivers,  in  the  area,  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  water  for  bathing  purposes. 
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Extensive  use  is  made  by  children  and  adults  of  a 
Private  Cooling  Tank  connected  with  the  Caunop 
Colliery. 

Mixed  bathing  is  the  general  order  of  things,  bathers 
having  to  dress  and  undress  in  the  natural  screening 
of  trees  in  the  Forest. 

Unfortunately  this  uncontrolled  bathing  is  very 
unsatisfactory  and  bathers  leave  behind  them  a 
large  amount  of  litter. 

The  condition  of  the  water  as  to  its  suitability  for 
bathing  is  questionable. 

HOUSING 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(a)  1.  Total  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Housing- 

Defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  193 
2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  668 

( b )  1.  No.  of  houses  included  under  above  which  were 

inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  &  1937  ...  ...  ...  193 

2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  668 

( c )  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous, 

or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

( d )  No.  of  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

( c )  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

III.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the 
Year. 

A.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1 )  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  Under  PIousing  Act,  1936 
(Part  II — Repairs,  Demolition,  Closure). 

(1)  Repairs — -(Sec.  9,  10  &  16) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b )  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 


(2)  Demolition  (Secs.  11  &  13) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

( b )  No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Ord  ers 

Vi.  O  I  •  I  «  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(3)  Closure  or  portions  of  buildings  (Sec.  12) 

(a)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  made 

(b)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 

Part  III — (Clearance,  Re-development  and  Improvement 
Areas) 

(1)  Clearance  Area  Declarations  made,  by  Council 

(2)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  awaiting  con¬ 
firmation  by  Minister 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  rejected  by 
Minister 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  confirmed  by 
Minister 

(5)  Re-development  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council 

(6)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  awaiting 
confirmation  by  Minister 

(7)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  rejected  by 
Minister 

(8)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  confirmed  by 
Minister 

(9)  Improvement  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council  ... 

Part  IV — (Overcrowding) 

1.  (a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year 

(. b )  No.  of  families  living  therein 

(c)  No.  of  persons  living  therein 

2.  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year 

3.  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year 

(b)  No.  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

4.  Number  and  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps  had  been 
taken  for  abatement. 

IV  Particulars  Relating  Specially  to  Agricultural 
Population 

Action  Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  member  of  agricultural 
population  to  relieve  overcrowding,  and  subject  to 
Ministry  and  County  Council  grants  under  Secs.  108 
and  115  (3) 
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(2)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  members  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  population,  exclusive  of  those  for  the  relief 
of  overcrowding,  and  subject  to  grant  from  County 
Council  under  Sec.  115  (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Action  under  Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Acts, 

1926  &  1931 

(1)  No.  of  houses  or  other  buildings  dealt  with  by  repair 

or  conversion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  No.  of  repaired  or  reconstructed  dwelling  houses 

provided  as  a  result  of  above  action  ...  ...  0 

V.  All  New  Houses 

(1)  Total  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  84 

(2)  New  Houses  erected  during  year  with  State  Assis¬ 
tance  under  Housing  Acts 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  20 

(3)  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  without  subsidy  20 

(4)  New  houses  during  the  year  proposed  to  be  erected 
under  Housing  Acts  but  not  yet  built 


90 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1938 

FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEST  DEAN. 

{Form  572). 


On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901 

on  1st  July,  1938). 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prose- 

tions. 

Notices 

cutions 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

8  .  . 

0  . 

.  0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

0  .  . 

0  . 

.  0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  construc¬ 
tion  but  not  including  outworkers'  premises) 

0  . . 

0  . 

.  0 

Total  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  , . 

8  .  . 

0  . 

.  0 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND 

No.  of  Defects 

Referred  No.  of 

Found  Remedied  to  H.M.  Prose- 


Particular* 

Inspector 

cution* 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

.  .  0 

. .  0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature  . . 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0  . . 

0 

Insufficient 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0  . . 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  Home 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

work  or  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 

Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 

Act,  1937). 

Total  ..  ..  ..  •  • 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises 

— 

None 

in  District. 

(Section  108  of  Act  of  1901  ;  Section  III  of  Act  of  1937) 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District:  The  Parishes  of  Lydney,  Aylburton, 

Alvington,  St.  Briavels,  Hewelsheld,  Tidenham  and 

Woolaston. 

1.  — -General  Statistics — Area  (Acres)  24,544. 

Population  (Census  1931),  10,824  ;  in  1938,  estimated 

(mid-year)  10,702. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931),  2447. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938),  2820. 

Rateable  Value,  £47,034. 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  £189  10s.  lid. 

2.  — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year — • 

Total  Male  Female 

Live  /"Legitimate  216...107...109  )  Rate  per  1000  of 

Births  \  Illegitimate  4...  2...  2  estimated  resident 

Still  f  Legitimate  6...  2...  4  )  Rate  per  1000  (live 

Births\ Illegitimate  2...  2...  0  )  and  sti11)  births...  36.3 

Deaths  . .  128...  74...  54  Death  Rate  11 ’9 

Deaths  from  j  No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis 

Puerperal  Causes  (  No.  30  Other  Puerperal  causes 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  55.4 

Legitimate  per  1000  Legitimate  births  60.2 

Illegitimate  per  1000  Illegitimate  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  10 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  0 


o  o 
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3. — Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year — 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 
Disease  Notified  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet  Fever 

13 

9 

..  0 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Typhoid -Paratyphoid) 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (Primary) 

21 

5 

2 

Other  diseases  generally  notifiable 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

0 

0 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil. 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — 

(  M 

4 

9  9 

..M  3 

(a)  Pulmonary  .  .  F 

3 

•  • 

.  .F  1 

Total  1 

7 

•  • 

4 

(  M 

1 

•  • 

..M  0 

( b )  Non-Pulmonary .  .  -j  F 

3 

•  • 

..F  0 

Total  ( 

4 

•  • 

0 

Sickness  during  Year — 

A  marked  diminution  of  all  notifiable  in 

fectious 

diseases 

Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


5. — Hospitals  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District  : 

(a)  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council : 

Vide  West  Gloucestershire  United  Districts,  page  9. 

(1)  Fever.  Alvington,  No.  of  Beds  :  16. 

(2)  Other.  Lydney  and  District  Hospital. 

No.  of  Beds  :  19.  Additional  20  in  new  block. 

(b)  Ambulance  f  ( a )  for  infectious  cases,  One  Motor. 

Facilities  :  \  (b)  f°r  non-infectious  and  accident  cases, 

One  motor. 


6.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 


Sections  in  force  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 


Whole  District 
Lydney  Parish 
Lydney  Parish 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Aylburton  Parish 


LYDNEY  DISTRICT. 


SUBJECT. 


157  and 
42  and 
90  .  . 

160  .  . 


158 

44 


39 


42  and  44 


New  Buildings 
Scavenging  &  Watering 
Lodging  Houses 
Numbering  and  Naming 
Houses  and  Streets 
Urinals 

Scavenging  &  Watering 


Certain  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 
are  also  in  force  in  the  District. 
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Bye-Laws  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Lydney  U) 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Remainder  (R) 
Prevention  of  Nuisances  (Lydney) 

Common  Lodging-houses  ... 

Slaughter-houses  (Lydney) 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order  ... 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  ... 

Section  95  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907 
Part  III  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 


Adopted 

1892 

1900 

1892 

1892 

1924 

1924 

1924 

1932 

1332 


Public  Health  Staff. 

(1)  M.O.H..  C.  T.  Darwent,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 

(2)  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  M.  Richards,  Certificated 

R.S.L,  and  Meat  Certificate. 


C.  T.  Darwent, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  LYDNEY  R.D.,  1938. 


Causes  of  Death 


Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Congenital  Debility 
Other  Defined  Dis. 
Appendicitis 


Totals 


M  F 


2  0 
0  0 
4  5 

0  1 
1  0 


7  6 
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CO 
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£ 

CO 

£ 

o 

1 

| 

1 

I 

o 

L 

e* 

CO 

H 

co 

CD 
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H 

Hi. 

0. 

..  0.. 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

.  0... 

1... 

1... 

2 

1 

0. 

..  o.. 

0 

0 

,  . 

0 

0. 

.  0... 

0... 

0... 

0 

0 

6. 

..  l.. 

0 

.  • 

0 

,  . 

7 

l. 

.  0... 

0... 

1... 

9 

4 

0. 

..  0.. 

0 

•  • 

0 

, , 

0 

0. 

.  0... 

0... 

1... 

1 

1 

0 

..  0.. 

0 

... 

0 

•• 

0 

0. 

.  1... 

o... 

0... 

1 

0 

6. 

..  1.. 

0 

, . 

0 

.  . 

7 

1. 

.  1... 

1... 

3... 

13 

6 

d 

o 

-+-> 

Li 

P 

rO 


1 

0 

2 

0 

0 


3 


yt 

_  *3 

<3  q 


a. 


a 

o 


in 

o 


a 

K  •§ 

•  rH 

I  V 

"O  d 
>,  O 

h4  £ 


0  0  0  1 
0  0  0  0 
12  0  4 

0  0  0  0 
0  0  10 


12  15 


Deaths  of  Infants  per  1000  Births  ...  55-4 


LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1938. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 . 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

20 . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35  .  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45 . 

1  • 

0 

0 

.  0 

0  • 

0 

0 

0 

55 . 

0 

1 

0 

-  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Totals 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

0 

0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1938— LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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REPORT  OF  M.O.  IN  CHARGE  OF  ALVINGTON 
ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  year  1938  at  Alvington  Isolation  Hospital  has  been 
a  very  slack  one  as  to  in-patients.  There  have  been  only 
8  cases,  (Scarlet  Fever  6  and  Diphtheria  2). 

The  improvements  in  the  Hospital  have  been  appreciated 
by  the  patients  as  well  as  by  the  staff  and  when  we  get  the 
electric  light  we  will  be  quite  up  to  date. 

It  is  my  own  opinion  that  in  the  light  of  modern  medical 
knowledge,  it  is  useless  isolating  scarlet  fever  cases  unless  all 
streptococcal  diseases  are  isolated.  This  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  we  are  never  free  from  scarlet  fever.  We  can  never 
stamp  out  scarlet  fever  like  we  can  other  definite  diseases 
like  diphtheria,  etc.,  and  for  this  reason  I  think  that  the  money 
that  is  spent  on  isolating  scarlet  fever  cases  could  be  better 
spent  on  stopping  other  epidemics  such  as  measles,  etc. 

C.  0.  Carson,  M.R.C.S.,  (Eng.),  L.R.C.P. 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge. 

Alvington  Isolation  Hospital. 
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LYDNEY  SHIPPING,  1938. 

I.— AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938 

TABLE  A. 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
Defective. 

Number  of 
vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  remedied. 

JS  umber 

inspected  by 
the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Foreign  : — 

Steamers 

36 

5631 

0 

0 

2 

*  Motor 

101 

9478 

0 

0 

3 

Sailing  ... 

2 

212 

0 

0 

1 

Fishing  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign 

139 

15321 

0 

0 

6 

Coastwise  : — 

Steamers 

28S 

21244 

0 

0 

4 

*Motor 

476 

26189 

0 

0 

5 

Sailing  ... 

315 

14505 

0 

0 

3 

Fishing  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise  ... 

1079 

61938 

0 

0 

12 

Total  Foreign  and  Coast- 

wise 

1218 

77259 

0 

0 

18 

•  Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


II.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

TABLE  B. 

(1)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1938  : — None. 

(2)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  imports  : — Nil. 

Principal  exports  : — Coal  and  Tin-plate. 

Countries  with  which  the  port  principally  trades  : — England,  Wales  and  Irish 
Free  State. 

III.— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(1)  For  the  port  : — Town  main  and  Deep  well  water. 

(2)  For  shipping  : — ditto. 

(3)  Number  of  water  boats  and  their  sanitary  condition  : — None. 

IV.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  detection  of  infectious  disease  on  inward  vessels  : — Ships 
boarded  at  King’s  Road  by  P.S.A.  before  reaching  Lydney. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  notification  to  the  P.S.A.  of  the  arrival  of  inward  vessels 
requiring  special  attention  :— Customs  Officer  inquires  and  reports. 

(3)  What  vessels  are  boarded  on  arrival,  by  whom,  where  and  how  : —  All  from 
Foreign  Ports. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  disposal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  for  observation  or 
surveillance  of  contacts  : — Cholera,  Plague,  etc.,  dealt  with  by  P.S.A.,  Bristol. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  disinfection  of  infected  quarters,  Carried  out 

bedding,  clothing,  etc.  1  by 

(6)  Arrangements  for  cleansing  of  persons.  !►  L.S.A. 

(7)  Arrangements  for  ambulance  transport.  J 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1938 

DISINFECTION 

No.  of  Premises  Disinfected  During  the  Year. 


For  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 

11 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Unclean  premises 

1 

Verminous  premises  ... 

...  3 

Total 

16 

Methods  of  disinfection  used — Formaldehyde  Spray  ; 
Lawes  “  Formagen  ”  Generators  and  Zaldecide  Liquid 
Fumigant. 

WATER 

Number  of  Water  Samples  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  16 

Lydney  6  :  Aylburton  2  :  Woolaston  1  : 

Tidenham  3  :  St.  Briavels  4  Total  16 
No.  of  Private  Wells  closed  ...  ...  3 

Improvements  carried  out  to  Public  Wells  5 

MILK 

Number  of  Milk  Samples  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  taken  from  Schools  ...  ...  8 

Number  taken  at  the  farm  ...  ...  3 

Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Licences. 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Milk  Licences  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  1937.  ...  19 

No.  of  “  Tuberculin  ”  Tested  Licences 
granted  during  1938  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Milk  Licences  granted 
during  1938  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  now  on  Register. 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk  Licences  ...  ...  21 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Licences...  ...  2 


Total 


23 
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Improvements  to  Cowsheds. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  10  Cowsheds  in  the 


district. 

(a)  Woolaston  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Tidenham  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Hewelsfield  ...  ...  1 

(d)  St.  Briavels  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  ...  10 


MEAT  REGULATIONS 

The  following  number  of  animals  were  slaughtered  on 


Licensed  Premises  during  the  Year  : — 

Cattle  excluding  Cows  ...  169 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  55 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  57 

Sheep  &  Lambs  ...  ...  1,957 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  268 


Total  ...  ...2,506 

Number  of  notices  received  for  slaughtering  on  un¬ 
licensed  premises  is  121 — made  up  as  follows  : — 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  93 

Lambs  ...  ...  ...  25 

Goats  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  ...  ...  121 

Amount  of  meat  condemned  on  Registered  and  Un¬ 
licensed  Premises  was  : — 


One  Carcase  of  Beef  and  Offal  affected  with  Generalised 
Tuberculosis. 

432  lbs.  of  offal  affected  with  Non-Tubercular  Diseases. 

General  : — 

Complaints  received. 

Nuisances  reported  to  District 

Council  ...  ...  ...  55 
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(1)  Total  ...  ...  ...  55 

(2)  Swine  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  53 

Number  of  preliminary  notices 

served  ...  ...  ...  51 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  4 

Summonses  issued  ...  ...  0 

Convictions  obtained  ...  0 

Nuisances  unabated  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  earth  closets  or  Privy  Vaults  abolished  for 
Pail  closets  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  earth  closets  abolished 
for  W.C.’s  ...  ...  2 

Number  Inspected  of  each  of  the  Following  : 


Common  Lodging 

No.  on 
Register 

No. 

Inspected 

Total  No. 
Inspections 

Houses 

0 

0 

0 

Slaughter  Houses 

10 

10 

207 

Bakehouses 

Dairies,  Cowsheds 

14 

14 

42 

Milkshops 

151 

151 

198 

Canal  Boats 

0 

18 

18 

Workshops 
Residences  of  out¬ 

48 

48 

96 

workers 

0 

0 

0 

RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

Rat  destruction  was  carried  out  at  the  Lydney  and 
Aylburton  Refuse  Tips  during  November  and  December,  and 
the  number  destroyed  was  approximately  100.  The  method 
used  was  gassing  by  “Taboo  Cartridges.” 


W.  M.  Richards, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  sources  of  Public  Supply.  0 

( b )  Particulars  of  extension  of  existing  water  mains. 

3"  Asbestos  Cement  Main  from  Jubilee  Road, 
Lydney  to  supply  Council  Housing  Estate  in  Naas 
Lane,  190  lin.  yards. 

3"  C.l.  main  in  Bream  Road  and  Grove  Road,  Lyd¬ 
ney  to  provide  a  constant  supply  to  premises 
including  Hospital  at  a  high  level,  previously 
receiving  an  intermittent  supply. 

( c )  Measures  taken,  and/or  in  force,  for  discovery  of 
sources  of  contamination  (including  number  of 
samples  taken  for  examination) 

16  Water  Samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
during  the  year. 

3  Private  Wells  were  closed. 

(< d )  Number  of  new  connections  with  public  supply  ... 

To  Lydney  Mains  69 
To  Chepstow  Mains  : — 12 

Total  81 

(e)  State  whether  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory 

(a)  in  quality  (b)  in  quantity 

Lydney  Supply  generally  satisfactory  as  to  quali  ty 
and  quantity. 

Chepstow  Water  Co.  Supply  satisfactory  as  to 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  Particulars  of  new  schemes  completed  during  year.  0 

(b)  Particulars  of  new  works  commenced  during  year. 
Drainage  of  Naas  Lane  Housing  Estate,  Lydney. 

Drainage  of  Grahamstown  Road  Estate,  Tidenham. 

(c)  Particulars  of  contemplated  works. 

Survey  of  existing  conditions  in  Parish  of  Lydney. 

(d)  Particulars  of  parishes  where  there  is  need  for  : 

(1)  A  sewerage  system 

Aylburton  and  Tidenham  and  St.  Briavels. 

(2)  Improvements  in  existing  sewerage 
Tidenham. 

(3)  Improvements  in  sewerage  disposal 
District  generally. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

Any  action  taken  to  check  the  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area. 

Notices  prohibiting  deposit  of  refuse  etc.,  in  the  River 
Lyd  to  be  posted  under  Sec.  259  P.H.  Act,  1936. 
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4.  Closet  Accommodation 

(a)  Number  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved 
privies  constructed. 

In  Lydney  and  District  10  Privy  Vaults  abolished 
for  pail  closets. 

(, b )  Number  of  replacements  of  earth  closets,  etc.,  by 
W.C.’s 

Two  earth  closets  replaced  by  W.C.’s 

5.  Public  Cleansing 

(a)  In  what  parishes  have  arrangements  not  yet  been 
made  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  ? 
Alving'ton,  Tidenham,  Woolaston,  Hewelsfield,  and 
St.  Briavels. 

(b)  What  changes  in  the  collection  of  house  refuse  have 

been  made  during  the  year  ?  0 

(c)  What  changes  in  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  have 

been  made  during  the  year  ?  0 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  other  extensions  or  improvements 

in  Public  Cleansing  Services  during  the  year  (e.g. 
cesspool  cleansing)  0 

6.  Sanitary  Inspection 

(a)  Inspections  made 
Periodical. 


(b)  Nuisances  discovered  or  reported  Total 

18  plus  37  =  55 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Swine  only  0 

(c)  Complaints  received  37 

(d)  Informal  or  preliminary  notices  sent  51 

( e )  Statutory  notices  sent  4 

(/)  Nuisances  abated  53 

(g)  Summonses  issued  0 

(, h )  Convictions  obtained  0 


7.  Premises  or  Occupations  Subject  to  Statutory 
Control 

(a)  Shops  and  Offices.  No.  inspected 
No.  of  inspections 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  the  year. 

(1)  Under  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation 
and  temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary 
conveniences. 

Periodical  inspections. 

(2)  Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(g)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds — No.  inspected  2 

No.  of  inspections  6 

Action  taken 

Two  Licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  during  the 
Year.  One  for  12  months  and  the  other  for  6 
months. 
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( h )  Canal  Boats — No.  inspected  18  No.  of  inspections  18 

Action  taken  0 

(i)  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  Milk  Shops — 151  on  Register 

No.  inspected  151  No.  of  inspections  198 
Action  taken 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  10  Cowsheds 
throughout  the  district. 


8.  Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  made  0  Complaints  received  0 

Particulars  of  action  taken 

9.  Bug  Eradication 

Council  Other 

Houses  Houses 

(a)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  0  3 

(b)  No.  of  houses  disinfested  0  3 


(c)  Methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 
bugs,  and  names  of  any  fumigants  or  insecticides 
used. 

Zaldecide  Liquid  Fumigant. 

(d)  Methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings 
of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to 
Council  Houses 

Zaldecide  Liquid  Fumigant. 

(e)  Measures  taken  to  supervise  or  educate  tenants 
with  regard  to  prevention  of  infestation,  or  to  re¬ 
infestation  after  cleansing 

General  Cleanliness — The  Use  of  Hot  Water  ;  soap 
and  hot  soda  solution  where  necessary. 

10.  Schools 

(a)  Notes  regarding  the  sanitary  condition  and  water 
supplies  of  schools  within  the  district 

(. b )  Any  special  measures  taken  in  respect  of  infectious 
disease,  and  the  prevention  of  its  spread  among 
school  children 

11.  Camping  Sites 

(1)  No.  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  during  the 

year  0 

(2)  No.  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  sec.  269  of  Public  Health  Act, 

1936  0 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  No.  of  campers  resident  in  the 

area  at  one  time  during  the  summer  season  0 

(4)  Any  other  remarks  0 

12.  Swimming  Pools  and  Natural  Facilities  for 

Swimming 

(a)  Particulars  of  any  swimming  baths  or  pools  open 
to  the  public,  and  action  taken  to  ensure  the  satis¬ 
factory  condition  of  the  water 
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(1)  Publicly  owned  0 

(2)  Privately  owned 

Beachley  Swimming  Pool  (Chlorinated). 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool,  Lydney. 

( b )  Particulars  of  any  natural  facilities  for  swimming  in 
the  shape  of  lakes,  ponds  and  rivers,  in  the  area,  and 
of  the  condition  of  the  water  for  bathing  purposes.  0 

HOUSING 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 

(a)  1.  Total  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Housing- 

Defects  (Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  117 

2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  117 

(b)  1.  No.  of  houses  included  under  above  which  were 

inspected  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  &  1937  ...  ...  ...  117 

2.  No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  117 

(c)  No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous, 

or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

( d )  No.  of  houses,  exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

(, c )  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

No.  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

III.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the 
Year. 

A.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Housing  Act,  1936 

(Part  II- — Repairs,  Demolition,  Closure). 

(1)  Repairs — (Sec.  9,  10  &  16) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  No.  of  houses  rendered  lit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices 

By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Demolition  (Secs.  11  &  13) 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

made  ...  ...  ...  * » *  ...  ...  ...  9 
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(b)  No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders .  9 

(3)  Closure  of  portions  of  buildings  (Sec.  12) 

(a)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  0 

( b )  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

Part  III — (Clearance,  Re-development  and  Improvement 
Areas) 

(1)  Clearance  Area  Declarations  made,  by  Council  ...  2 

(2)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  awaiting  con 

firmation  by  Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  rejected  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Clearance  Orders  submitted  and  confirmed  by 

Minister  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(5)  Re-development  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council 

(6)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  awaiting 
confirmation  by  Minister 

(7)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  rejected  by 
Minister 

(8)  Re-development  Plans  submitted  and  confirmed  by 
Minister 

(9)  Improvement  Area  Declarations  made  by  Council  . . . 

Part  IV — (Overcrowding) 

1.  (a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

( b )  No.  of  families  living  therein  ...  ...  ...  24 

(c)  No.  of  persons  living  therein  ...  ...  ...  176 

2.  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

3.  (a)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  ...  0 

4.  Number  and  particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  steps  had  been 
taken  for  abatement.  0 

IV  Particulars  Relating  Specially  to  Agricultural 
Population 

Action  Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  member  of  agricultural 
population  to  relieve  overcrowding,  and  subject  to 
Ministry  and  County  Council  grants  under  Secs.  108 
and  115  (3)  " . .  0 
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(2)  No.  of  houses  provided  for  members  of  the  agri¬ 
cultural  population,  exclusive  of  those  for  the  relief 
of  overcrowding,  and  subject  to  grant  from  County 
Council  under  Sec.  115  (2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Action  under  Housing  of  the  Rural  Workers  Acts, 

1926  &  1931 

(1)  No.  of  houses  or  other  buildings  dealt  with  by  repair 

or  conversion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  No.  of  repaired  or  reconstructed  dwelling  houses 

provided  as  a  result  of  above  action  ...  ...  0 

V.  All  New  Houses 

(1)  Total  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  71 

(2)  New  Houses  erected  during  year  with  State  Assis¬ 
tance  under  Housing  Acts 

(a)  by  Local  Authority 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  0 

(3)  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  without  subsidy  69 

(4)  New  houses  during  the  year  proposed  to  be  erected 
under  Housing  Acts  but  not  yet  built 


38 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  December,  1938. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

i  Pigs 

Number  killed 

169 

55 

57 

1957 

268 

Number 

inspected 

162 

51 

49 

80% 

261 

All  Non-Tuber- 
cular  Diseases 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

39 

27 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  aff¬ 
ected  with  non 
T.B . 

~~ 

Tuberculosis 

Only. 

Whole  carcase 
condemned  ... 

1 

Only  part  or  or¬ 
gan  condemned 

18 

9 

— 

— • 

— 

Percentage  of 

number  in¬ 

spected  affec- 
ected  with  T.B. 

— 

m 

— 

— 

W.  M.  RICHARDS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1938 


FOR  THE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LYDNEY. 

( Form  572). 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901 

on  1st  July,  1938). 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Inspec-  Written  Prose- 

tions.  Notices  cutions 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  .  18  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  96  .  .  0  .  .  0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  construc¬ 
tion  but  not  including  outworkers’  premises)  0  .  .  0  .  .  0 


Total  ••  ••  ••  •• 

.  .  114 

0 

.  .  0 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

N 

o.  of  Defects 

Referred 

No.  of 

Found 

Remedied  to  H.M. 

Prose¬ 

Particulars 

Inspector 

cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

. .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Inaffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  accommodation  : — - 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Insufficient 

8 

.  .  3 

.  .  0 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  Home 

0 

.  .  0 

.  .  0 

0 

work  or  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 

Total  .  .  .  •  .  .  .  . 

3 

.  .  3 

.  .  0  .  . 

0 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises  —  None  in  District. 
(Section  1C8  of  Act  of  1901  :  Section  III  of  Act  of  1937) 
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